
celebrating 125 years
On Montana’s birthday cake, we’ll light a candle for all those who have shaped the state since 1889. Of those 125 
candles, one candle is for the Native Americans and one for the cowboys. Another for the miners and the explorers. 
The cavalry soldiers and the airmen have made their mark, too. The suffragettes and unionists get their own candles, 
with one more for the entrepreneurs. Legislators and lawmen surely deserve their own fl ame, and so do bawdy girls, 
church ladies, homemakers and trailblazers. Immigrants, homesteaders and teachers will shine bright, too. So do 
the authors who have kept Montana stories alive. We’ll even save a spot for the likes of Jack Slade and other villains 
whose stories are woven into our history. And we’ll light one for you, reader. Thanks to you and to all who make 
Montana what she is today. And before we light those candles, we’ll share the stories of the stories from state’s history. 

Enjoy this section and get ready to celebrate like it’s 1889.
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INSIDE » 125 reasons we love Montana; notorious madams; historic photos that will shock you; 
Montana villains; birthday celebrations; texts from Montana’s history; unsolved mysteries and more!
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Courage is born on battlefields, in
wild country and sometimes in
fights for justice in the halls of pow-
er.

Montanans have fought corrup-
tion and advocated for the downtrod-
den. They’ve declared “not in our
town” to hate groups and weathered
the condemnation of the mob.

We’ve picked five courageous
stands that helped shape Montana
and American history.

‘Like asking the Statue 
of Civic Virtue for a chew 
of tobacco’

Politics in Montana’s early days
were marked, and marred, by cor-
ruption. Yet from Montana came two
senators who took down a corrupt
presidential administration in the
Roaring ’20s.

Sen. Thomas Walsh took on the
powerful secretary of the interior,
and Sen. Burton Wheeler tackled

corruption in the justice department
and a crooked attorney general.

“They worked together,” said
Bradley Snow, an adjunct history
professor at Montana State Univer-
sity and Wheeler’s great-grandson.

The New York Times called the
Montana senators “assassins of char-
acter” on a partisan vendetta.

“A number of conservative publi-
cations really went after Wheeler
and Walsh — before they proved
their cases,” Snow said. “The fact is
Wheeler and Walsh uncovered sub-
stantial corruption that vindicated
what they were doing.” 

Walsh, a Democrat who took of-
fice in 1913, supported women’s suf-
frage, opposed child labor, promoted
the League of Nations and backed
Prohibition. He was one of the most
important politicians in the 1920s
and catapulted to prominence during

the investigation of the Teapot Dome
scandal.

Walsh found little support for the
investigation, even a “decidedly
hostile attitude” from previous
chairmen of the investigation be-
cause their “political friends were
under fire,” according to James
Bates’ biography of Walsh. 

“The work of ferreting out the
facts and assembling the witnesses
to establish them was all mine,” he
said. 

Walsh’s investigation found that
businessmen offered bribes to high-
ranking Harding Administration
officials and sent Interior Secretary
Albert Fall to prison, the first time a
cabinet member had ever been sent
to jail for a felony.

The New York Sun reported, “No
wise Democratic politician is likely
to go to Walsh in his new job looking

for special favors. It would be like
asking the Statue of Civic Virtue for
a chew of tobacco.” The press called
him “the first man in history who is
worth a billion dollars to his own
government in his own lifetime,”
according to “The Montana Medi-
cine Show’s Genuine Montana Histo-
ry” by B. Derek Strahn.

As a state legislator, Wheeler
fought for labor against the Anacon-
da Co. While a U.S. attorney, he re-
fused to issue a sedition indictment
for those who insulted the flag, the
government, the military or agitated
for labor in industries vital to the
war effort (which was, yes, most
everything). 

In the U.S. Congress, where he
served from 1923 to 1947, Wheeler
made a quick impact. 

Wheeler’s trials on corruption
garnered significant publicity, and
Attorney General Harry Daugherty
struck back at him, accusing him of
corruption. Wheeler went on trial in
Great Falls in 1925 and was unani-
mously acquitted.

TRIBUNE PHOTO/LARRY BECKNER

Elouise Cobell sued the U.S. government in 1996, claiming the Interior Department misspent, lost or stole billions of dollars received for oil and gas leases and other uses of individual
Indian lands. After a hard-fought 15 years, the lawsuit reached a $3.4 billion settlement, the largest class-action award in American history.

Courageous stands
in Montana history

See STANDS, 3L

Walsh, Cobell, Rankin fight
for what they believe is right

By Kristen Inbody
Tribune Staff Writer

Top: A locomotive and wagons are
parked at the old railway station in
Gardiner. (Photo courtesy of the
Montana Historical Society); Middle:
From left, Wheat is harvested near

the stack just outside of Great Falls
during the 1970s (Courtesy photo); A
worker at the ACM in 1957 (Courtesy
photo); The iconic stack stands at the
Anaconda Mining Company in Black

Eagle. Anaconda began shutting
down operations in 1972 and by 1980
ARCO, its successor, pulled out for
good. The stack was demolished in
1982 (Courtesy photo). Bottom: From

left, part of the Mulvaney Postcard
Collection at the Montana Historical
Society, “Bronco Kid” by Gallings; Led
by saxaphonist Bob Mabane (center)
the Ozark Club’s house band, The

Ozark Boys, attracted jazz musicians
of all stripes who often traveled long
distances to sit in and play with the
band. (Courtesy photo); Kooteani
Chief “Paul.” (Courtesy photo)
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“Daugherty turned out to be a
really bad guy and did have to
resign from office. He used the
predecessor to the FBI to try to
dig up dirt on Wheeler. They
couldn’t find much so they
trumped up this charge,” Snow
said. “He was a freshman senator
who stood up to a powerful at-
torney general who was close
friends with the president and
willing to use the justice depart-
ment.”

Walsh was on a train on his
way to take the oath of office to
become attorney general in 1933
when he died, a death his family
called suspicious and perhaps the
result of poison.

“I don’t know. He was an older
guy, 73, and he had a new, young-
er bride. My family thought it
was the honeymoon that killed
him,” Snow said. “It’s interesting
how different American history
could have been. Everyone said
he was incorruptible, brilliant and
hardworking. I’ve always thought
it was a tragedy he didn’t get to
serve, and it would have been a
great feather in Montana’s cap.” 

When a train brought Walsh’s
body back to Montana, crowds
paid homage at every station
across Montana.

Wheeler fell out with President
Franklin Roosevelt about the
issue of court packing, adding
justices to the Supreme Court so
he could have more who agreed
with his New Deal programs. He
was an isolationist as Roosevelt
made his case for war. 

“He led the fight on the liberal
side against court packing and a
lot of New Dealers never forgave
him,” Snow said. “He was a true
maverick. He was his own guy.”

The likes of Wheeler, Walsh —
and Gov. Joseph Dixon elected in
the same era — were a “natural
reaction” against Montana’s early
political corruption, Snow said. 

“They both smelled a rat,” he
said. “They wanted to go after
that corruption. I can’t think of
another example of two senators
from the same state both holding
big hearings and uncovering cor-
ruption in the same administra-
tion.”

A Blackfeet warrior
As settlement checks arrived

across Indian County and the
University of Montana dedicated
the new Elouise Cobell Land and
Culture Institute in Missoula this
fall, Montanans have been re-
minded again of the legacy of
Elouise Cobell and her unyielding
pursuit of justice.

Cobell, who died in Great Falls
in 2011, filed with four others a
class-action lawsuit against the
U.S. government in 1996 that
claimed the Interior Department
misspent, lost or stole billions of
dollars received for oil and gas
leases and other uses of individ-
ual Indian lands held in trust by
the United States and meant for
Native American land trust ac-
count holders dating back to the
1880s. 

The government amassed
attorneys in “Cobell War Rooms.”
Meanwhile, Cobell became the
face of 500,000 Indians the suit
represented, whom she railed to
the cause. She lobbied Congress.

Cobell was “a significant force
for change. She is a hero in all
senses of the word,” Interior
Secretary Ken Salazar said.

Cobell was born on the Black-
feet Reservation to a family of
eight children. 

On the reservation, she assist-
ed small business owners and
helped open the Blackfeet Nation-
al Bank in Browning, the first
tribally owned bank in the United
States.

After a hard-fought 15 years,
the lawsuit reached a $3.4 billion
settlement, the largest class-
action award in American history.

The settlement included pay-
ments to hundreds of thousands
of individuals and a $1.9 billion
land buy-back program, which
will put land back into tribal
hands.

A voice in the darkness
The Jewish people found an

unlikely ally in Sen. James Mur-
ray during the 1940s, a Demo-
cratic senator whose constitu-
ency was barely one-third of 1

percent Jewish.
“Defying all political logic,”

Murray condemned Hitler as a
“ruthless, dangerous maniac,” an
inflammatory comment at a time
when most Montanans were isola-
tionists and the state’s senior
senator, Wheeler, campaigned
against involvement in World War
II before the Pearl Harbor attack.

President F.D. Roosevelt said
winning the war would save the
Jewish people so the United
States should focus on that. But
Murray “demanded saving ‘the
helpless Jews of Europe, who are
facing a purposeful annihilation
on the scale the world has never
seen,” Strahn wrote in “The Mon-
tana Medicine Show’s Genuine
Montana History” by B. Derek.

“We dare not wait any longer ...
for every day of postponement
means death to thousands of in-
nocent victims,” Murray said. “If
we wait until the war is won,
there may be only corpses left to
enjoy victory.”

Though Murray had “little to
gain and much to lose,” he helped
convince Roosevelt to establish
the War Refuge Board, which
rescued 200,000 Jews. He then
began his advocacy of the Jewish
state in Palestine.

‘I cannot vote for war’
From the first moment of her

election as the first woman to
serve in the U.S. Congress,
friends, family and fellow suf-
fragettes began working on Jean-
nette Rankin to “vote like a man”
and vote for war.

Only four days after taking her
seat in Congress, Rankin had to
vote on whether the United States
should join World War I.

Not yet 40, Rankin had been a
social worker and a prominent
suffragette through her winding
career, in an era when suffrag-
ettes were spit on and jailed.

In 1910, she became the first
woman to speak before the Mon-
tana Legislature. By 1914, she
could say she’d help bring the
vote to Montana women, and in
their first chance to vote for a
candidate for federal office, Mon-
tana women helped her win the
second of Montana’s at-large
Congressional seats.

Rankin, with the financial and
moral support of her brother
Wellington, campaigned on the
Republican ticket advocating for
social welfare issues.

With Germans attacking Atlan-

tic shipping — including Amer-
ican vessels — President Wood-
row Wilson addressed a joint
session of Congress and said the
United States needed to “make
the world safe for democracy.”

Rankin sat out the ensuing
debate, which she later regretted,
according to her Congressional
biography.

But when she did vote, Rankin
cast one of only 50 no votes, say-
ing “I want to stand by my coun-
try, but I cannot vote for war.”
Another 374 Congressmen voted
for the war resolution. 

She was “a dagger in the hands
of the German propagandists, a
dupe of the Kaiser, a member of
the Hun army in the United
States, and a crying schoolgirl,”
according to the Helena Indepen-
dent. Even many suffragettes
quickly distanced themselves.

During the rest of her term,
Rankin worked for expanded civil
liberties, child welfare and wom-
en’s health. When she introduced
a constitutional amendment to
give women the vote nationwide,
Rankin said, “How shall we ex-
plain to them the meaning of
democracy if the same Congress
that voted to make the world safe
for democracy refuses to give
this small measure of democracy
to the women of our country?”

Rankin wasn’t elected to Con-
gress again until 1941, as another
world war loomed. This time she
was one of eight congresswomen
(compared with 99 now).

After the Japanese attacked
Pearl Harbor, Rankin cast the
lone vote against a war resolution
and said on the floor of Congress,
“As a woman, I can’t go to war,
and I refuse to send anyone else.”

The vote was hugely unpop-
ular, and she had to flee an angry
mob, according to her Congres-
sional biography. Whether her
vote was right or not, it was
brave.

“We don’t realize the pioneers
that went before us that did
things that were so outrageously
uncommon and seen to be unac-
ceptable,” said Mary Jane Brad-
bury, a living history performer
who portrays Rankin. She told the
Tribune she finds the first Con-
gresswoman “singular in terms of
her courage and her willingness
to stand by her beliefs.”

A profile in courage
“Not in our county.”
That was the message Garfield

County Attorney Nick Murnion
had for the Montana Freemen, an
anti-government separatist group
that held the FBI at bay in eastern
Montana for 81 days in 1996.

Before Montana was even
made a territory 150 years ago,
the wide open spaces drew the
anti-social. Outside Jordan, which
numbers fewer than 350 people,
the Freemen barricaded them-
selves in a 960-acre ranch com-
pound they called Justus Town-
ship. 

Their anti-government rheto-
ric turned dangerous as they
issued death threats, brandished
weapons at law enforcement,
instituted quick-money scams
that stole thousands of dollars
from people across the country
and dodged taxes.

“I don’t want people to down-
play the hatred and bitterness,
because that was the part that
scared everybody,” Murnion told
the AP.

Murnion received the 1998
John F. Kennedy Profiles in Cour-
age Award after he prosecuted
the militia group for impersonat-
ing public officials, solicitation of
kidnapping and criminal syn-
dicalism.

The Freeman posted a $1 mil-
lion bounty on Murnion, along
with the judge and sheriff. The
Freemen filed a notice lien
against Murnion demanding $500
million payable in silver, seized
the courthouse and issued writs
of attachments against his prop-
erty and threatened to hang him
and other elected and bank offi-
cials from a bridge outside Jor-
dan, as well as threatening bomb-
ings and sniping against elected
officials in Jordan, according to
the Kennedy Library.

When Murnion accepted his
award, he said until he had to
fight for our democratic form of
government for five years he’d
taken it for granted.

“Our people had to make a
decision to take a stand against 30
armed insurrectionists, even
though it put their own lives and
property at risk. Even with the
knowledge of the risks, 80 people
signed up to assist law enforce-
ment in whatever was needed to
be done to deal with a situation
which was rapidly escalating into
an armed confrontation,” he said.
“In accepting this award I wish to
acknowledge the courage of those
80 people and of the rest of the
community, which overwhelming-
ly condemned this movement.” 

To white supremacists, Mur-
nion’s message was: “We will
expose the truth about you and
the truth will defeat you. To the
rest of America, let Montana be
an example of how hate can be
conquered.”

Reach Tribune Staff Writer Kristen
Inbody at 791-1490 or by email at
kinbody@greatfallstribune.com.
Follow her on Twitter at
@GFTrib_KInbody.

U.S. SENATE HISTORICAL OFFICE

Sen. James E. Murray advocated for
Jewish people during the Holocaust.

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Thomas Walsh was perhaps the most
influential Montanan to serve in
Congress. He was one of the country’s
most dominant politicians in the 1920s
and early ’30s and was known as being
morally upright as he investigated the
Teapot Dome scandal.

ARTHUR SCOTT/GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

ARCHIVES

Sen. Burton Wheeler sits at the controls
of the U.S. Senate subway car. He
fought corruption in Washington, D.C.

AP PHOTO/JACK SMITH

Garfield County Attorney Nickolas Murnion of Jordan prosecuted the Montana Freemen despite death threats.

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Jeannette Rankin was the first woman
elected to Congress and a human rights
activist. She refused to vote for the
United States to enter World War I or
World War II despite popular opinion. 

“I don’t want people to downplay the
hatred and bitterness, because that
was the part that scared everybody.” 
— GARFIELD COUNTY ATTORNEY NICK MURNION
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The stories of Montana
people, places and adven-
ture live on in the pages of
classic Montana books. 

In “Travels with Char-
ley,” John Steinbeck gave
us the beloved line, “I’m in
love with Montana. For
other states I have admira-
tion, respect, recognition,
even some affection. But
with Montana it is love. And
it’s difficult to analyze love
when you’re in it.”

And Norman Maclean’s
family memoir gave us the
passage that begins, “Even-
tually, all things merge

into one, and a river
runs through it.”

We’ve picked some
classic books every
Montanan should

read, based on recom-
mendations from pro-

fessors, teachers and
ardent readers.

Montana history
» “Montana: A History of

Two Centuries” by Michael
P. Malone, Richard B. Roed-
er and William L. Lang

» “Bad Land” by Jona-
than Raban

» “The Sun Came Down:
The History of the World as
My Blackfeet Elders Told
Me” by Percy Bullchild

» “Montana Moments” by
Ellen Baumler

» “The Montana Medi-
cine Show’s Genuine Mon-
tana History” by B. Derek
Strahn

» “Darkest Before Dawn:
Sedition and Free Speech in
the American West” by
Clemens P. Work

» “Montana: High, Wide
and Handsome” by Joseph
Kinsey Howard

» “Montana: Stories of
the Land” by Krys Holmes

Montana novels
» “Blind Your Ponies” by

Stanley G. West
» “The Big Sky” by A.B.

Guthrie Jr.
» “Winter Wheat” by

Mildred Walker
» “Fools Crow” by James

Welch
» “Work Song” by Ivan

Doig
» “Winter in the Blood”

by James Welch
» “Nothing but Blue

Skies” by Thomas McGuane

Montana memoirs 
» “This House of Sky” by

Ivan Doig
» “A Bride Goes West”

by Nannie Alderson
» “A River Runs

Through It” by Norman
Maclean

» “Bound Like Grass” by
Ruth McLaughlin

» “Breaking Clean” by
Judy Blunt

» “When the Meadowlark
Sings” by Nedra Sterry

» “Tough Trip Through
Paradise 1878-1879” by
Andrew Garcia

Books for children
» “Shep: Our Most Loyal

Dog” by Sneed Collard III
» “Hattie Big Sky” by

Kirby Larson
» “First Dog Unleashed

in the Montana Capitol” by
Jessica Solberg

» “Bird Woman: Sacaga-
wea’s Own Story” by James
Willard Schultz

» “How We Crossed The
West: The Adventures Of
Lewis And Clark” by Rosa-
lyn Schanzer

Why I wear
WHAT I  WEAR
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City Commissioner Bill Bron-
son portrays Charles M. Russell
for the History Museum’s Waking
the Dead Tours at Highland Ceme-
tery. 

For the tours, Bronson wears an out-
fit similar to what is seen in Russell’s “Self
Portrait” painted in 1900. 

Bronson wears a pair of straight-cut
wool pants and a western-cut jacket over a
dress shirt. Around his waist is Russell’s
signature red Metis Sash, a replica from
the C.M. Russell Museum. Bronson’s hat is
one he’s had for years, not as high-quality
felt as the one Russell would have worn,
but according to him, it will do. 

“No one has ever come up to me and
asked who I was portraying,” Bronson
said. “I try to get close to what he would
wear, nothing exact, because my main
focus is portraying his character and wit.”

Bronson has on a pair of boots from
Hoglunds. Russell also was known to have
worn high-heeled cowboy boots whether he
was painting or spending an afternoon at
The Mint. 

Russell himself wrote, “I am old-fash-
ioned and peculiar in my dress. I am eccen-
tric (that is a polite way of saying you’re
crazy).”

For suggestions and comments, email Jessica
Gray at jessicagraymt@yahoo.com.

Bill

City Commissioner
portrays 

Charlie Russell 

By Jessica Gray 
For the Tribune

Bronson

Aries (March 21-April 19). You feel
like you shouldn’t have to fight for
what’s meant to be yours, but right
now what’s meant to be yours
won’t be without a fight. Determi-
nation will win out.
Taurus (April 20-May 20). The
exchange is pretty simple today.
You put love out, and you get love
back. 
Gemini (May 21-June 21). There
are few things more exciting than
diving into an uncertain future and
refusing to look back. 
Cancer (June 22-July 22). You were
taught that forgetting goes with
forgiving. Once you forgive, you
let it go, and you don’t bring it up
ever again. Your grace will be
rewarded in many ways, both
immediately and in the long run.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You commu-
nicate with people in their native
language — and not just the actual
dialect, but also the words that
speak to them the best. Your gift
for relating to people will make
you very popular.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You
spend so much energy trying to do
the right thing, stay on track and
make the most of your time. Then,
when it’s time to cut loose, losing
focus and wasting time become
something of an art.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Take the
time to make yourself comfortable
and happy, because this is condu-
cive to the best attitude, and your
attitude will take you beyond the
point that ability and motivation
ever could.
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’re

slightly impatient today, like a
person skimming pages to get to
the interesting parts of the story. 
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21).
When you can’t find the sunshine
outside, know that there’s sun-
shine inside you. That’s why you’ll
be a favorite among your friends.
They may even fight over you.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You
really like what you have and
wouldn’t dream of spoiling it by
pining for what you don’t. Now if
you could only teach the children
and childish people in your life
your contentedness secret.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Just
because something is unfamiliar
doesn’t mean it isn’t knowable.
You’re in just the right courageous,
curious mood to explore the unfa-
miliar and get excited about add-
ing to your body of knowledge.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You
know it’s going to change, and you
love the way it is right now —
there’s the rub. At least the “rub”
is a sensation, though.
Today’s Birthday (Nov. 2). In-
dependent in your ideas, traditions
and formalities may bore you.
You’ll learn best by traveling to
new environments and exploring
in your own way. January sparks
your creativity with a lucky prob-
lem. March and July are sweet for
your love life. Cancer and Leo
people adore you. Your lucky
numbers are: 39, 10, 2, 3 and 17.

Write the astrologer, Holiday Mathis,
at Creators Syndicate at
www.creators.com.

“FOLLOW THE
MONEY” By ED
SESSA

ACROSS
1 Young boy
4 Dallas

quarterback
Tony

8 Binding piece
13 Olympics

spinner
19 __ pro nobis
20 Nastase of

tennis
21 It may be put on

a dog
22 Sci-fi psychic
23 *Unpredictable

influence
25 Go around
26 Baseball Hall of

Famer Fingers
27 Take over for
28 Luxury hotel

facility
29 Velvety sweater

fabric
31 Turner

autobiography
32 *“No idea”
35 Fr. holy woman
36 Regal regalia
39 Trail user
40 “As __ to

breathe were
life!”: Tennyson

41 *Where words
may be
mangled

44 Intimidated
46 Pub quaff
49 Tranfusion

quantity
50 Eat in style
52 Comforted
55 __ bag
58 Sources of

energy
61 YouTube video

source
62 Eclectic

musician Brian
63 Greeted, with

“to”
67 Clodhopper
69 Pilotless plane
70 Mimicked a

mouser, maybe
73 *Home Depot

competitor
75 Pan-fry
76 Crème de la

crème
77 Cap seen on a

brae
78 Venues for

French courses
80 SSA IDs
81 Percussion

instrument
83 Nastiness
85 Fly over Africa?
88 Without much

forethought
90 Muppet with a

unibrow
92 Lego buys

93 New Year in
Hanoi

94 Pertinent, in
legalese

97 *Abundant yield
102 Really selling
105 Shows

astonishment
107 Martini’s partner
108 Antipollution gp.
109 *Novel about a

world traveler?
113 Verbal attention-

grabbers
115 Work on, in a

way, as furniture
116 TV spots
117 Reaffirming

response
119 Doles out
120 Present one’s

view
123 Rebate, and,

literally, what
the end of each
answer to a
starred clue can
be

124 It may be lined
with cedar

125 Cowl wearers
126 Plus

127 Menlo Park
monogram

128 Spire sites
129 Dadaist Max
130 “That smarts!”
131 Jack __, lead

singer for the
Kingsmen in
“Louie Louie”

DOWN
1 With little at

stake
2 Diva’s encore
3 Slowpoke
4 Brand made

with vermicelli
5 Norwegian saint
6 Slimy soil
7 Wordsmith’s ref.
8 Accessory for a

marksman
9 Defeat badly

10 Eve’s genesis
11 Baba or a boxer
12 Re-tiring

workforce?
13 Removal of

restrictions,
informally

14 “Let me take
care of this!”

15 “__ Splash”:
Bobby Darin hit

16 *Hold
answerable

17 Serving a
purpose

18 See-through
24 Unpleasant

noise
28 “What a shame”
30 Start of an Ed

McMahon intro
32 Belle of the ball
33 More kindly
34 Ring result,

briefly
37 Steinbeck

migrants
38 Parlay, e.g.
42 Summer mo.
43 Nouveau __
45 Wall St. Journal

concern, with
“the”

47 Basic shelters
48 ’80s attorney

general
51 Ingénue quality
53 Watch displays,

for short
54 Incantation

start

55 Misconduct
mark

56 Like some
country bridges

57 *Bend under
pressure

59 Scout’s
neckwear

60 Author Bellow
64 One pressing a

suit: Abbr.
65 Nest eggs for

srs.
66 Run-down joint
68 Charge
71 Kett of old

funnies
72 Convention

goers: Abbr.
74 Acid-tongued
79 Pigpens
82 Two after

epsilon
84 Longtime high-

tech
compatibility
standard

86 Burlesque
feature

87 Corner key
89 Jigsaw puzzle

starters

91 Goes bad
92 Some mil. mess

duties
95 Make in a big

way, as a point
96 That: Sp.
98 One of a pie-

throwing trio
99 Say again

100 Kind of illusion
101 Hotel

housekeeping
need

103 Idle
104 Salon specialist
106 Ossobuco cuts
109 Stretch of land
110 Greeting word
111 Seaside

phenomena
112 Latin

clarification
114 One of a quint’s

four
117 Harvard rival
118 Red-letters-in-a-

blue-oval gas
logo

121 Spanish
preposition

122 Comfort __
123 Little island
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A search of the U.S. Pat-
ent and Trademark Office’s
database of patents whose
applicants list Montana as
their home state reveals that
we are an industrial lot.
According to the database,
thousands of patents by
Montanans have been filed
since 1976.

The patents vary from
mining equipment and gun
racks to purse design and
vaccines. Here is a sam-
pling.

» Ligocyte Pharmaceu-
ticals in Bozeman filed a
patent for a vaccine for two
Norovirus strains.

» Glenn DeVolder of

Paradise filed a patent for a
vehicle gun rack adapted to
replace the head rests of a
pair of adjacent seats within
a motor vehicle.

» Robert Kolesar and
William J. Ritter of Boze-
man patented a chairlift
device to load skibobs for a
lift up the mountain while
the rider remains mounted
on the seat of the skibob.

» Matthew Davison
Smith of Whitefish filed a
patent for the Big Dog Ball
Log, a dog toy device with
several resilient balls con-
nected by a rope on the inte-
rior. Smith’s claim is that the
design is longer lasting than
models of dog toys with a
ball on ropes.

» Richard B. Reinholtz

filed a patent for a restau-
rant bus. The vehicle pro-
vides a restaurant facility
during ground transit to
simultaneously combine the
functions of eating with
those of sight-seeing. 

» Donald R. Laubach of
Gardiner filed a patent for
an elk-calling device.

» Cameron Paul Reagor
of Brady applied for a pat-
ent for a technique that can
create a prediction of mo-
bile bandwidth and usage
requirements.

» Jared Joyce of Boze-
man filed a patent for an
ergonomic clipboard that
can be easily grasped by
persons of various body
shapes and sizes.

Patents range from high-tech to elk calls
By Jo Dee Black
Tribune Business Editor

YOU GOTTA READ THIS:
Books for every Montanan

By Kristen Inbody
Tribune Staff Writer



MT-0000341057

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2014 MY MONTANA 5G R E AT  FA L L S T R I B U N E W W W . G R E AT FA L L S T R I B U N E . C O M



6 MY MONTANA SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2014G R E AT  FA L L S T R I B U N E W W W . G R E AT FA L L S T R I B U N E . C O M

The fi rst fi rm to begin 
commercial production 
of the ear trumpet was 

established by Frederick C. 
Rein in London in 1800.

The fi rst electronic hearing aids were 
constructed after the invention of the telephone 
and microphone in the 1870s and 1880s. The 
fi rst electric hearing aid, called the Akouphone, 
was created by Miller Reese Hutchison in 1898.
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HEARING IMPAIRED FOR
70

Y
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RS

EST. 1944

70
YEARS

By the late 20th 
century, the digital 
hearing aid was 
distributed to the 
public commercially.

2014 TruLink Hearing 
Control APP for 
wireless devices, easily 
connects to your 
iPhone, iPad or iPod.

Did you know? Hearing 
Aid Institute is the oldest & 

largest hearing
provider in MT?

Statewide M-F 9am to 5pm
Billings - 1211 Grand Ave #2

Bozeman - 200 S 23rd E-1
Butte - 2339 Cobban St 

Great Falls - 725 1st Ave N
Helena - 1600 11th Ave #130

www.hearingaidinstitute.com • 1-800-331-6009
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Happy 125th Birthday Montana
We would like to salute a few of those businesses that helped make 

Montana, Great Falls and Ship-it what it is today.
Idowell Creamery/The Dairy Shop/Great Falls Iron Works

Jersey Gold Dairy/ Sonotone of Great Falls
Duffi eld Cabinet Shop/Victor’s/Wilson Cole Furniture

Ayrshire Dairy/Grogan-Robinson Lumber
Walsh Anderson Lumber/Murphy MacClay Hardware

Graham & Ross/Pay-nPakit/Todd’s lGA/ Eddy Bakeries
Eustance Market/Hub Thisted/Hussman’s/D.A. Davidson & Co.

Baylor’s Super Cream/The Bride’s Shoppe
Gibson Associates/Croxford’s/ Kaufman’s/World of Time/

Glass Art Shoppe/ Brighten-Up Shop/Dale Stapp Fashions
Town & Ranch Furniture/The Great Falls Leader

The Style Shoppe/Dundas Offi ce Supply/
Fritz Roll & Sons/Ward Brothers Roofi ng/The Type House

Birch Construction/The Mailing Shop/Pete’s Drive-In/Little’s Lanes
Barber’s Fine Furniture/The Jack Club/White House Grocery
McNaught’s/Kenkel’s/National Laundry/The Hunter Group.

825 5th Ave South – Great Falls 59405
406.727.7157

Serving Great Falls since 1983
MT-0000340746

MT-0000341157

Founded in the 1940’s by the late Zollie Kelman, 

American Music Company has been a staple in the 

Great Falls community for over 60 years.  It remains 

to this day Montana’s oldest family owned, full service 

gaming vendor, distributor & 

manufacturer. 

206 2ND STREET SOUTH • 452-7301 MT-0000341498

Engine Rebuilds • Electrical Systems 6-8-12-24 Volt
Transmissions & Final Drives

John Deere, Case, & IH A/C Systems
Diesel Fuel Pumps, Injectors & Turbos
Hydraulic Pumps, Valves & Couplers

Denny’s Service & Repair
2700 17th St. N.E. • Black Eagle, MT 59414
Dennis & Curt Lorang - Owners
Shop Ph. 727-2726

Celebrating 41 Years!

Specializing in John Deere, Case, IH and other major 
brands of Farm Equipment Since 1974

He was, Montana baseball fans
remember, a grand guy.

Dave McNally of Billings was also
the only pitcher to ever hit a grand
slam in the World Series. But the Bill-
ings man was so much more than that.
There’s a statue of his likeness in front
of Dehler Park in Billings, the beauti-
ful ballpark on the same ground where
the lefthander began to carve his leg-
end.

In a state with a rich baseball histo-
ry, McNally is the greatest ever from
the Treasure State.

McNally graduated from Billings
Central in 1960 and that summer led
the Royals to the championship game
of the American Legion World Series.
The 5-11, 180-pound lefty was 12-0 with
seven shutouts during the regular
season.

In the Montana state tournament
that summer, McNally fired two no-
hitters as Billings defeated teams from
Butte, 11-0, and Miles City, 10-0. In 18
complete innings, McNally struck out
the amazing total of 45 hitters.

When he made it to the majors with
the Baltimore Orioles, the success
continued. In 1968, McNally had fash-
ioned a record of 22-10 with a 1.95 ERA
and led all of baseball in the revealing
category called WHIP (walks and hits
combined per innings pitched) with a
0.842 mark.

McNally won 20 games four times
and compiled a career major league
record of 184-119 with a 3.24 ERA. He
was a three-time All-Star who rose to
baseball prominence despite losing his
father. Dave’s dad paid the supreme
sacrifice in World War II.

Here’s what irascible Baltimore
manager Earl Weaver, who was not
known to be overly sentimental, had to
say about McNally:

“He loved to set you up with a
change, fool you with that tremendous
curve and then throw the fastball by
you. Plus, he was 100 percent gentle-
man.

“He was the kind of guy you wanted
your son to be.”

McNally died 12 years ago of cancer
at age 60. He was the greatest baseball
player ever from Montana. And it isn’t
even close.

McNally was the grandest of all
By Scott Mansch
Tribune Sports Editor

COURTESY PHOTO

Dave McNally of Billings is the only pitcher ever to hit a grand slam in the World Series.

» Only 19.6 percent of Montanans are consid-
ered obese — the lowest in the nation (19.6
percent, 2014 Gallup Poll)

» Montana has 77 named mountain ranges and
3,223 named lakes and reservoirs

» At 678 miles, Montana’s Yellowstone River is
the longest undammed, free-flowing river in
the contiguous U.S. (Montana also claims the
shortest river: the Roe, in Giant Springs State
Park in Great Falls)

» Montana was the first state to send a woman
to Congress: Jeannette Rankin, 1917-1919

» Montana houses the largest ICBM field in the
U.S., covering 23,500 square miles in the state’s
central and eastern counties

» Montana ranks second in the nation for num-
ber of craft breweries per capita, and third in
the nation for beer consumption per capita

Montana by
the numbers

Puzzle answers from page 4
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(406) 761-1111 • 1-800-292-1113

Complete Auto And 
Truck Repair

Locally Owned

Generator Sales & Service

206 7th Street South • Great Falls, MT 59405

C

Ge

www.ulmersauto.mechanicnet.com1 0 1 1  B r o a d w a t e r  D r i v e
G r e a t  F a l l s ,  M T  5 9 4 0 5

4 0 6 - 4 5 3 - 5 4 5 7
MT-0000341416

Celebrating with
Montanan’s on the

125th Birthday
of Our State

Denver.
“Black cowboys were not real

unusual,” local historian Ken
Robison said.

Even before there were cow-
boys in Montana, African-Amer-
icans worked here as fur traders.

The 1861-62 list of fur traders
for the American Fur Company in
Fort Benton included three black
men.

After the Civil War it became
even more common for blacks to
move west.

“They were free and looking
for work,” Robison said.

African-Americans could find
employment as cowboys fairly
readily on ranches, whereas work
in cities was harder to come by.

“It was actually a pretty darn
good profession for newly freed
slaves and free blacks who want-
ed to come west,” Robison said.

On ranches, blacks were most-
ly treated as equals, while in the
city they were limited to service

We all have in our minds an
image of what Montana history
looked like. Here are a few photos
to change that image and the way
you think about Montana history.

Women homesteaded too
The typical image of a home-

steader is a man. However, histo-
rians estimate that up to 18 per-
cent of homesteaders in Montana
were unmarried women, accord-
ing to the Montana Historical
Society.

The Homestead Act of 1862
allowed any head of household
who was at least 21 years old the
right to homestead federal land.
Married women came with their
husbands, but single, widowed
and divorced women were consid-
ered a head of household and
could homestead alone.

Gwenllian Evans was Mon-
tana’s first female homesteader,
according to Women’s History
Matters, a project of the Montana
Historical Society. Evans home-
steaded on land that later became
the town of Opportunity, receiv-
ing her patent in 1872. She later
became the territory’s first post
mistress and lived in her home-
stead until she died in 1892.

In Canada, single women
weren’t allowed to claim land.
That changed in the 1930s, but
before then, many Canadian wom-
en homesteaded in Montana.

Freed slaves find work as
cowboys

Under a cowboy hat, it wasn’t
unusual to find an African-Amer-
ican.

One in three cowboys of the
American west was black, accord-
ing to the Black American West
Museum And Heritage Center in

industry jobs.
While most African-American

cowboys in Montana worked as
hired hands, some did go on to
own ranches of their own, Robi-
son said.

A lusher side of Butte
Butte, around the turn of the

century, was dusty, dry, busy and
noisy.

“The wonder of people unfa-
miliar with life in Butte is where
the thousands of women and chil-
dren, as well as men, find a place
for outdoor recreation and amuse-
ment,” reads a book titled “Butte,
Montana” created by the Butte
Business Men’s Association in
1905. “Probably the first thing
that attracts the notice of the
stranger is the absence of trees
and foliage in this mountain
mining camp ... Grass is almost
unknown in Butte.”

This photo of Columbia Gar-

dens paints a very different pic-
ture of the booming town. 

Copper king W.A. Clark opened
the Columbia Gardens amuse-
ment park in 1899. It was free for
all who cared to visit. The lush
68-acre park offered acres of
lawn, forested picnic grounds, a
lake, a zoo, a carousel, a play-
ground, a roller coaster and pavil-
ions.

In the 1960s, open-pit mining in
Butte consumed the Columbia
Gardens.

Ride ’em cowgirl
These days it’s pretty rare to

see a female bronc rider. That’s
not to say it was ever common.
However, in the early 1900s there
were women’s bucking horse
competitions, and some of the
West’s most famous female riders
were from Montana, according to
the Montana Historical Society.

Fannie Sperry Steele rode
bucking horses in a skirt, albeit a
divided one. Born in the Prickly
Pear Valley in 1887, Steele got
riding lessons from her mother
almost before she could walk. She
earned the title “Lady Bucking
Horse Champion of the World” in
1912 and 1913. She continued to
ride broncs into her 50s, accord-
ing to Women’s History Matters.

Marie Gibson of Havre began

trick riding for prize money to
support her children. She married
at 16, then left her husband.
Among other titles, she was
named World Champion Cowgirl
Bronc Rider in 1924 and 1927,
according to MHS.

Marge and Alice Greenough of
Red Lodge grew up breaking
horses for their father, who
worked as a hunting guide in the
Beartooth Mountains. Both sisters
went on to professionally ride
bucking broncos and bulls.

When not riding, it would be
hard to pick the Greenough sis-
ters out of a crowd of ladies. They
were refined, well-spoken and
well-dressed when they weren’t
earning champion titles.

Montana’s wooly history
It’s easy to picture early Mon-

tana ranchers raising cattle, but
sheep were more common in the
state’s early days.

At the height of Montana’s
sheep industry, Montana had al-
most 2.7 million sheep in 1934.
That same year there were 1.7
million cattle in Montana, accord-
ing to the USDA’s National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service.

Many Great Falls sheep ranch-
ers trailed their sheep all the way
to Malta and Glasgow in the
spring, according to Edward N.
Wentworth’s book “America’s
Sheep Trails.” The ranchers
would shear the sheep there and
then head north for summer pas-
ture. In the fall, they would cut
out the fat lambs and put them on
rail cars at Culbertson. The lambs
would go to St. Paul and Chicago,
while the ewes would be trailed
back to Great Falls for the winter.

Alistair Graham, who ranched
near Conrad, wrote about trailing
sheep from the Graham Ranch to
the Blackfeet Reservation each
summer. 

Reach Tribune staff writer Erin
Madison at 406-791-1466 or
emadison@greatfallstribune.com.
Follow her on Twitter
@GFTrib_EMadison.

PHOTO BY EVELYN CAMERON, 1912. MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PHOTOGRAPH ARCHIVES

BELOW: Rosie Roesler sits on a sulky plow. She received her
homestead patent for 320 acres in Prairie County in 1915.
About 18 percent of homesteaders in Montana were women. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF KEN ROBISON

LEFT: Sammy Pluco was an African-American ranch hand and
cook on the Flagler Ranch near Geraldine in the 1890s. Many
cowboys in Montana and the west were African-Americans. 

Photos put a new spin on history

MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTOGRAPH ARCHIVES

Fannie Sperry Steele rides Dismal Dick at the Windham Roundup, Aug. 20-21, 1920. 

EVELYN CAMERON PHOTO,

MONTANA HISTORICAL

SOCIETY PHOTOGRAPH

ARCHIVES

A large band of sheep
graze at Square Butte

Ranch in 1912. 

PHOTO BY NORMAN A. FORSYTH, MONTANA

HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTOGRAPH ARCHIVES

A hot air balloon ascends over
Columbia Gardens in Butte, circa 1910.
A lush, beautiful garden is not the
image that typically comes to mind of
Butte around the turn of the century. 

Shots challenge
our perspective

By Erin Madison
Tribune Staff Writer
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OVERDOOR CO.
815 18th St. N. 

Great Falls, MT 59401
406-453-1425

www.wallysoverdoor.com

CONGRATULATIONS 
MONTANA
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MT-0000341294
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Wishing Montana
A Happy

Birthday

MT-0000341361

1800 Smelter Ave.
761-0300

5pm Mon-Fri • 4pm Sat & Sun
www.borriesrestaurant.com

Where friends meet and become our friends too!

Finest Handmade Ravioli, Italian 
Dry Salami, Soups, Sauces, Baked 

Pasta, and & Hand-cut Steaks
 — Dine in and full service bar —

e frieeeennnds meet and bece frieeeennnnds meet and bec

Serving You Since 1938

 4 Generations Proudly Serving You!

MT-0000341499

MONTANA REFINING, LLC

Paving and fueling history in Montana for over 90 years 

The construction of Glasgow
Air Force Base benefited a local
company that received a military
contract in 1957 to build several
buildings at the base.

According to The History Mu-
seum in Great Falls, the base’s
closure was likely related to the
buildup of the Minuteman Missile
sites in Montana in the 1960s.

President John F. Kennedy
reportedly told his press secre-
tary that he had never seen then
Senate Majority Leader Mike
Mansfield “so upset” when the
press leaked information about
the possible closure of Glasgow
AFB, according to the museum. 

» Glasgow Air Force Base:
Construction began in 1955 and
the base was activated in 1957 as
part of Air Defense Command.
The base was transferred to Stra-
tegic Air Command in 1960 and at
that time the runway was expand-
ed to 13,500-feet in length to sup-

port the B-52 and KC-135 missions
that were also sent to Glasgow in
the 1960s. 

The B-52 bombers flew as part
of the 91st Bombardment Wing,
which later became the 91st Mis-
sile Wing at Minot Air Force Base
in North Dakota. 

The base was closed in 1968
and about 16,000 people left the
area. The base was temporarily
reactivated from 1971-76 but all
Air Force activities ceased in
1976. 

Boeing Company now owns
much of the former air base and
it is now the Boeing Glasgow
Flight Test Facility. 

» Fort Shaw: The historical
marker reads: “Barring fur trad-
ing posts, the first important
white settlements in Montana
were the mining camps in the
western mountains. Everything to
the east belonged to the plains
Indians and was buffalo range. To
protect the miners and settlers
from possible incursions of hos-
tile tribes, a series of military

posts was established around the
eastern border of the mining
camps and settlements. Fort
Shaw, established in 1867, was one
of these. It also protected the
state and freight trail from Fort
Benton, head of navigation on the
Missoula, to the Last Chance
Gulch placer diggings at Helena.
Everything north of the Sun Riv-
er was Blackfeet Indian Territory
at the time. The fort was built by
the 13th U.S. Infantry, under Ma-
jor William Clinton. 

Gen. Gibbon led his troops
from here in 1876 to join General
Terry and Gen. Custer on the
Yellowstone just prior to the lat-
ter’s disastrous fight with the
Sioux and Cheyenne Indians at
the Battle of the Little Bighorn.

» Lewistown Air Force Sta-
tion: The station was established
in 1958 and initially had a ground-
control intercept and early warn-
ing mission. The early warning
mission involved tracking and
identifying all aircraft entering
their airspace while the ground-

control intercept mission in-
volved guiding Air Force inter-
ceptors to any identified enemy
aircraft. 

The station was deactivated on
June 30, 1971.

» Fort William Henry Harri-
son: The base was authorized by
an act of Congress in 1892 and is
located about four miles north-
west of Helena. 

It was originally named Fort
Benjamin Harrison as a compli-
ment to the then president, but
the name was changed in 1906 to
eliminate duplication with an
Indiana fort. 

The land was acquired by do-
nations through the efforts of Col.
C.A. Broadwater, the local Opti-
mist Club and private parties. 

Fort Harrison was built from
1894 to 1896. 

A detachment of the Hospital
Corps from Fort Assiniboine,
south of Havre, and several small
military posts that were closing in
the Dakotas, began training at the
post in 1895. 

The Montana National Guard
began using the fort for training
in 1911 after abandoning Fort Ellis
near Bozeman.

» Cut Bank Army Air Field:
Now the Cut Bank Municipal Air-
port, the site was home to four
bomb squadrons during World
War II. 

The Cut Bank Army Air Field
was used by the Second Air Force
as an auxiliary heavy bomber
training airfield that was con-
trolled by what was then the
Great Falls Army Air Base. 

Units trained in the B-17 in Cut
Bank. Those units include: 2nd
Bombardment Group, 429th
Bomb Squadron, Nov. 1942-March
1943; 385th Bombardment Group,
550th Bomb Squadron, March-
–June 1943; 390th Bombardment
Group, 569th Bomb Squadron,
June–July 1943; 401st Bombard-
ment Group, 613th Bomb Squad-
ron, July–Oct. 1943.

The base was used as an in-
terceptor base under Air Defense
Command during the Cold War. 

Military bases always a part of landscape
By Jenn Rowell
Tribune Staff Writer
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Love,  
hope, 
success, 
family, 
security.

 

Some things we all
have in common.
There’s nobody like me to 
protect the things we 
all value. 
Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.® 
CALL ME TODAY.

Aaron Hamilton, Agent
1900 4th Street NE

Great Falls, MT 59404
Bus: 406-761-7601

aaron.hamilton.c4w2@statefarm.com

1101022.1 State Farm, Home Offi ce, Bloomington, IL
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HEALTH & WELLNESS CENTER
1800 Benefi s Ct, Great Falls

(406) 727-7325 • peakclub.com

The Peak is proud to be a part 
of our community as 
Montana’s premier 
fi tness facility.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
MONTANA!!• FIREPLACES

• STOVES
• INSERTS

• SERVICE & MORE

Fairway Comfort Systems
422 Central Avenue, Downtown, Great Falls •  (406) 770-3073

HEARTH • HOME & PATIO
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In a state with such a proud
Native American history, it is
surprising how few of Montana’s
major place names honor native
peoples. Over the past 15 years
there has been an organized effort
to remove derogatory words like
“squaw” and “halfbreed” from the
map of Montana, and replace them
with names that are more respect-
ful. Below is a short list of Mon-
tana place names that honor our
native peoples and their history.

» Sacrifice Cliff: There are
several variations of the tale on
how this large sandstone cliff
south of Billings was named. The
most common is how in the 1830s,
two Crow Indian brothers re-
turned to their village on the Yel-
lowstone River to find that most of
their friends and family were
either dead or dying from small-
pox. In a desperate attempt to
appease the gods and save their
people from the epidemic, they
blindfolded their horses and rode
full speed off the 60-foot cliff to

their deaths.
» Charlo: Originally called Big

Flat, the name of the town south of
Polson was changed in 1918 to
honor Chief Charlo of the Salish
tribe. Always seeking peace with
the white settlers, Charlo held out
from moving his people away

from their beloved homeland in
the Bitterroot Valley for decades.
Charlo and a small remnant of his
tribe finally were forced onto the
Flathead Indian Reservation by
soldiers from Fort Missoula in
1891.

» Ekalaka: The county seat of

Carter County is named for the
niece of Red Cloud, the Oglala
Sioux war chief who led his people
in a successful campaign to close
the Bozeman Trail between Wyo-
ming and Montana. In , Red
Cloud’s niece, Ijkalaka, married
David Russell, who opened a store
and saloon in the far southeastern
corner of Montana Territory in
1885. Russell named the settle-
ment that sprang up around his
business in honor of his wife.

» Bird Woman Falls: Several
Montana landmarks are named in
honor of the young Shoshone
woman who accompanied Lewis
and Clark during their exploration
of North America. None is as
beautiful as Bird Woman Falls in
Glacier National Park. The name
Sacagawea is thought to be de-
rived from two Shoshone words
meaning “boat launcher.” After
she was kidnapped by the Hidatsa
in 1800, that tribe reinterpreted
Sacagawea’s name to fit their own
language, matching it to two Hi-
datsa words meaning “bird wom-
an.”

» Rocky Boy’s Indian Reserva-

tion: In 1885, Chippewa, Cree and
Metis refugees of the failed Riel
Rebellion entered Montana from
Canada. For the next 30 years
these “landless” Indians wandered
Montana, appearing in Havre,
Great Falls, Helena and Butte.
Under the leadership of Chief
Stone Child, the Chippewa/Cree
people were finally able to estab-
lish a reservation southwest of
Havre in 1916. The name Rocky
Boy is a corruption of Chief Stone
Child’s actual name.

» Saltese: Originally called
Silver City, town residents re-
named their community ‘Saltese’
in 1891 in honor of the revered
chief of the Coeur d’Alene Tribe.
In 1858, Chief Saltese led a com-
bined force of Coeur d’Alene,
Palouse and Spokane warriors
against U.S. Army forces led by
Col. Edward Steptoe. South of
present-day Spokane, at the Battle
of Pine Creek, Saltese’s forces
defeated Steptoe’s command of
159 men, who were only able to
escape annihilation by fleeing
under the cover of night during a
driving rain storm.

Place names honor first people 
By David Murray

Tribune Staff Writer

TRIBUNE PHOTO/KRISTEN INBODY

Rocky Boy’s Reservation is named after Chief Stone Child. 
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MONTANA
MOMENTEditor’s note: In 2014, Mon-

tana celebrates 150 years as a
territory and 125 years as a state.
We’re marking both landmark
birthdays each Sunday with a
Montana Moment, a chronological
look at key events in Montana’s
history.

The moment: Montana Consti-
tutional Convention sets course
for state’s future, 1972.

The story: “We the people of
Montana grateful to God for the
quiet beauty of our state, the gran-
deur of our mountains, the vast-
ness of our rolling plains, and
desiring to improve the quality of
life, equality of opportunity and to
secure the blessings of liberty for
this and future generations do
ordain and establish this constitu-
tion.” — Preamble of the Montana
Constitution

For most of Montana’s history,
the Anaconda Co. dominated poli-
tics — and that included when
founding fathers gathered to
write the 1889 state constitution.
It was advantageous to The Com-

pany.
But in 1971, the Anaconda Co.

lost its biggest mine to Chilean
nationalization and faced bank-
ruptcy after losing what today
equals $1.8 billion in one year.
Butte already had lost its cen-
trality to the company, which was
by then far removed from its
Montana roots. Thousands lost
their jobs with mine closures in
Butte by the ailing company.

The time was ripe for some-
thing new.

Some of the problems with the
1889 constitution: each county got
one state senator regardless of
population; important decisions
were made without public input
and behind closed doors and legis-
lators’ votes weren’t recorded for
accountability, according to
“Montana: Stories of the Land” by
Krys Holmes.

In 1971, voters picked 100 dele-
gates to the constitutional conven-
tion. 

“These delegates were remark-
able for one striking reason: they
were not professional politicians,”
Holmes wrote. “A little-known
restriction in the old constitution
prohibited anyone from holding

two public offices at the same
time — so no active legislators or
political appointees could be con-
stitutional convention delegates.”

Delegates included 20 farmers
and ranchers, 24 lawyers, 17 busi-
ness owners, 11 housewives, 13
teachers, four ministers, one
graduate student and one bee-
keeper. Delegates ranged in age
from 24 to 73. Only 19 were wom-
en, which still marked the biggest
female presence in state govern-
ment at the time. No minorities
were included.

Leo Graybill Jr. of Great Falls
was president of the convention
and encouraged delegates to
imagine the changes in Montana
since the last constitution and
what they could imagine for the
next 70 years.

“We must be open. Open to
ideas, to opinions, to debate. We
must also be open to our own
conscience and our inner selves.
We must seek good fellowship

right here in the room,” Graybill
said. “If we can make government
work here, then perhaps we can
help Montana move into the fu-
ture with confidence and vision.”

Delegates worked for 56 days,
read hundreds of letters from
fellow Montanans, listened to
public testimony and studied
constitutions from around the
world.

The constitution granted the
governor veto powers, expanded
initiative and referendum proc-
esses, enacted statewide property
tax assessments and increased
the public’s right to know what
lawmakers are doing as they de-
bate and vote, the so-called sun-
shine laws.

The constitution recognizes the
equality of all people, the impor-
tance of education, mandated
education about Montana’s Indi-
ans and stated that the state and
all people have a right to a clean
and healthful environment — the
only such recognition in any state
constitution.

Every delegate signed the
constitution, and on June 6, 1972,
Montana voters passed it by a
margin of 2,532 votes out of

230,000 cast. It failed in 44 coun-
ties but not in the urban centers.

Among the results have been
Montana’s stream access laws,
which prevent landowners from
closing rivers, the Montana Indi-
an Education for All program in
schools, laws requiring strip
mining to restore land to its origi-
nal contours and other environ-
mental laws and the decision that
employers can’t discriminate
against women, or on the basis of
race and religion.

Reflecting on the constitution
in “Montana: Stories of the Land,”
delegate Wade Dahood said it
“was the most important political
event of the 20th century. I’m
proud of it, and I’ll always consid-
er that the greatest 56 days of my
career as a lawyer and as a citizen
of this state.”

Live the moment: Read the
Montana Constitution. One link is
ballotpedia.org/Montana_Consti-
tution.

Reach Tribune Staff Writer Kristen
Inbody at 791-1490 or by email at
kinbody@greatfallstribune.com.
Follow her on Twitter at
@GFTrib_KInbody.

New constitution lets the ‘sunshine in’
By Kristen Inbody

Tribune Staff Writer

MT-0000341300

ASIAN KITCHEN
Happy 125th Birthday Montana!

Come Visit Great Falls'
Newest Restaurant

Now Open Daily 10am-9pm
1200 10th Ave South Ste. 31B | 406-315-2881

In the Holiday Village Mall next to Subway

www.asiankitchenmt.com

MT-0000341394
619 Central Avenue • (406) 761-9380

125th
Est. in 1918

Come Celebrate with us for The Pub Crawl!

BARTHAT
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YOUR ONLY LOCAL
INDEPENDENT PIZZERIA!

SINCE 1959
WEST 900 8th Ave. NW ....................................................................................... 761-1321
EAST 4300 3rd Ave. S ........................................................................................ 454-1325
DOWNTOWN 713 1st Ave. N .............................................................................453-1212
MARKETPLACE 1800 14th St. SW .....................................................................454-1212
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There ought to be a Daughters
of Montana Homesteaders group. 

In the 151 years since the in-
ception of the Homestead Act,
there have been more than 2 mil-
lion homestead claims. And each
claim was documented by a writ-
ten record that can be found on the
BLM’s General Land Office’s rec-
ords website,
www.glorecords.blm.gov/-
default.aspx.

That would be how each mem-
ber could join. Find your home-
steader through this site and prove
that you were a direct descendant,
much like the Daughters of the
American Revolution do. 

Many Montanans would be
eligible. 

Thirty-four percent of the
state’s land was homesteaded, and
of course, its impact is still felt
today.

Farmers discovered that the
land here was good for wheat,
leading to agriculture becoming
the state’s No. 1 industry. 

Some of those same families
work the land that their grandpar-
ents or great-grandparents
“proved up” so many years ago. 

President Abraham Lincoln
signed the Homestead Act May 20,
1862, giving 160 acres to any citi-
zen who could prove they had
made improvements over five
years’ time. Later, the incentive
was sweetened to 320 acres and
three years.

The land rush in Montana really
got going in the early 1900s, with
the Homestead Act setting the

stage for the enormous migration
west. Without the act, Montana
may have never became such a
huge ag state. 

Here are some more facts
about the Homesteading Act:

» About 18 percent of home-
steaders in Montana were women.

» Railroads played a major role
in getting people to come to Mon-
tana to homestead, with promo-
tions like Great Northern Rail-
road’s: “Montana, Free Homestead
Land.” The cost of a one-way train
trip from Minneapolis to Billings
was $12.50. 

» By 1910, agriculture produc-
tion had surpassed mining as the
state’s biggest industry.

» World War I increased de-
mand for high-protein wheat and
growing conditions were good
with wheat selling for $2 a bushel.

» In 1918, 14,178 homestead
claims were filed on 3.2 million
acres, the peak in Montana.

» When it was over, an estimat-
ed 300,000 people had filed for
homesteads in Montana with
151,000 successful homestead
patents. 

» In 1918, 14,178 homestead
claims were filed on 3.2 million
acres, the peak in Montana.

» The Homestead Act excluded
Native Americans because they
were not officially granted the
opportunity to become U.S. citi-
zens until 1924. 

» Yet some Indian reservations
were opened to homesteading due
to homesteading pressure, reduc-
ing their size. 

» By the time the it was all
over, the government had given
away 270 million acres. 

Homesteading shaped the state
More than a third of state’s
land was part of the act

By Amie Thompson
Tribune Staff Writer

THE GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE 

Olga Wold and her stepfather, Norman Wold, stand at her homestead cabin in 1911.

622 Central Ave, Great Falls, MT 59401
Downtown • 761-5475
Mon-Fri 10-5 • Sat 10-4
Why would you go anywhere else!!
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His & Hers Coins
WE BUY 
COINS
AND 

BULLION

•  US Silver Dollars 1878-1904; 1921-1935
• BU Silver Dollar Rolls
•  US Silver Coinage 1964 & before 50¢, 25¢, & 10¢
• War Nickels 1942-1945
•  50¢, 25¢, & 10¢ Canadian Silver dollars 1967 & before
•  US Silver proof sets 1964 & before
• Gold Coins & Coin Collections

WHO

WHAT

WHERE
WHEN

WHY

Buying Scrap
Gold 10K-14K

22K-24K
Class Rings,

Dental Gold & 
Sterling Silver

M
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00

00
34

14
47

TO DONATE, PLEASE CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.qlc-gtf.org
215 Smelter Ave NE, Great Falls (406) 452-9531•1-800-761-2680

We Appreciate your Support and Donations.

Supporting Children & Adults 
with Special Needs since 1977
A Person Simply Must Find the Right Tim

 to Do the Right Thing.

Working with families throughout
North Central Montana

501 2nd St S,  Great Fal ls

406.771.8772
All services performed by supervised students.
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INSIDE » 125 Reasons we love Montana, notorious madams, Historic photos that will shock you, 
Montana villians, military bases, texts from Montana’s history, unsolved mysteries and more!

celebrating 125 years
On Montana’s birthday cake, we’ll light a candle for all those who have shaped the state since 1889. Of those 125 
candles, one candle is for the Native Americans and one for the cowboys. Another for the miners and the explorers. 
The cavalry soldiers and the airmen have made their mark, too. The suffragettes and unionists get their own candles, 
with one more for the entrepreneurs. Legislators and lawmen surely deserve their own fl ame, and so do bawdy girls, 
church ladies, homemakers and trailblazers. Immigrants, homesteaders and teachers will shine bright, too. So do the 
authors and fi lmmakers who have kept Montana stories alive. We’ll even save a spot for the likes of Jack Slade and other 
villains whose stories are woven into our history. And we’ll light one for you, reader. Thanks to you and to all who make 
Montana what she is today. And before we light those candles, we’ll share the stories of the stories from state’s history. 
Enjoy this section and get ready to celebrate like it’s 1889.

GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE | SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2014 | SECTION II | WWW.GFTRIBUNE.COM

MONTANA

QUIZ
ANSWERS ON

PAGE 15

1. The first U.S. Congress-
woman, Jeannette Ran-
kin, came from which
Montana city?

A. Missoula
B. Billings
C. Butte
D. Havre

2.Who was the first governor of
the state of Montana?

A. Joseph Toole C. Sidney
Edgerton

B. Thomas 
Francis Meagher

D. Donald 
Nutter

3. What’s the next line in the state
song “Montana” after “Let me
grasp the hand of one”?

A. “Mountains of
sunset fire”

C. “From out the
golden West”

B. “And its hearts
so true”

D. “Stories always
new”

TRIBUNE FILE

PHOTO/LIZ HAHN

Charlie
Bartram, left,
and Dale
O’Neal, belt
out the state
song,
“Montana.”

There are millions of rea-
sons to love Montana, but in
honor of the state’s 125th anni-
versary, we’ve compiled a list
of just 125.

1. Leisurely picnics in a sea
of wildflowers.

2. Three great college foot-
ball teams: the Grizzlies, Bob-
cats and the Carroll College
Saints.

3. Family outings to cut a
Christmas tree.

4. Glacier National Park
any time of the year.

5. No traffic jams, and
patient drivers.

6. The smell of sagebrush
on the plains of eastern Mon-
tana.

7. Small-town merchants
and local shoppers who pa-
tronize them even if they have
to pay a few extra bucks.

8. One-room schoolhouses.
9. The 771-mile journey

from Yaak to Alzada. (The trip
from Great Falls to Seattle is
just 678 miles.)

10. A higher-than-average
rate of military service.

11. Two national parks and
55 state parks.

12. The lure of the huckle-

berry.
13. Flathead cherries.
14. Montana microbrews

sipped while listening to a
Montana band.

15. Monte Dolack’s whim-
sical creations.

16. The Museum of the

Rockies in Bozeman.
17. Montana’s Dinosaur

Trail.
18. The preamble to the

Montana Constitution: We the
people of Montana grateful to
God for the quiet beauty of
our state, the grandeur of our

mountains, the vastness of our
rolling plains, and desiring to
improve the quality of life,
equality of opportunity and to
secure the blessings of liberty
for this and future generations
do ordain and establish this
constitution.

19. The What The Hay Bale
Trail and all of its clever gems.

20. Baked goods at the
Polebridge Mercantile.

21. Evel Knievel.
22. The Grand Union Hotel

in Fort Benton.
23. Inexpensive top-notch

ski hills like Showdown, Dis-
covery, Lost Trail and Great 

PHOTO COURTESY OF RICHARD OSTREM

Seas of wildflowers are a great reason to love Montana. Glacier National Park offers ample opportunities to enjoy Montana’s seemingly endless natural beauty.

125 reasons to love Montana
By Tribune Staff

See 125 REASONS, 14L

What did we forget?
Tell us what you love about Mon-
tana by sending a quick email to
kinbody@greatfallstribune.com and
we’ll run them in an upcoming My
Montana section.

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO/LARRY BECKNER 

The What The Hay Bale Trail attracts thousands of visitors each September.

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO/LARRY BECKNER

Six-man football is a Saturday
tradition in small towns across
Montana every fall. 

Great Falls founder Paris Gib-
son made an unsuccessful pitch in
the 1893 Montana Legislature for
the new state to place a single-unit
university in his city.

He even offered the state free
land along the Missouri River
where the Meadow Lark Country
Club now is located and a sizable
cash endowment, according to
Montana State historians Michael
Malone and Richard Roeder.

But, the historians recounted in
their 1976 book, “Montana: A His-
tory of Two Centuries,” legislators
rejected Gibson’s “lucrative and
sensible offer” of a Great Falls site
and instead created a four unit-
system, “to gratify several ambi-
tious cities and keep hard feelings
to a minimum.”

Missoula received the univer-
sity, Bozeman an agricultural col-
lege, Butte a school of mines and
Dillon a normal college, or school
to train teachers. And Great Falls

was shut out.
By late 1919, Gibson sold the 248

acres on the south side of the Sun
River near where it joined the

Missouri River to the founders of
the Meadow Lark Country Club for

What if Gibson snared the U? 

TRIBUNE PHOTO/RION SANDERS

Paris Gibson offered the state free land where Meadow Lark Country Club is now
located to establish the state’s only university. Legislators rejected Gibson’s offer
and instead created a four unit-system.

By Peter Johnson
Tribune Staff Writer

See UNIVERSITY, 14L

A blowout birthday for Mon-
tana is on tap for Saturday in
Great Falls, with events leading
up to the big party throughout
the week.

Check the Great Falls Tribune
Wednesday for a kids’ page re-
plete with Montana facts and
history. Tribune education re-
porter Kristen Cates has com-
piled a page appropriate for use
in classrooms as an educational
aid.

“This is a page by kids for kids
about Montana history,” Cates
said, adding that much of the
content was generated by ele-
mentary classrooms in Great
Falls. 

Adults too might find that
page useful if they are planning

on entering the Montana Trivia
Showdown, set for Thursday.
Teams of up to three will begin
the showdown at 7:30 p.m. at the
Dark Horse Hall in the basement
of the Celtic Cowboy. 

“We welcome anyone who
wants to come to participate or
watch. It should be a fun night,”
said Matt Ochsner, Tribune fea-
tures editor and an organizer of
the trivia showdown.

The big bash is Saturday.
“It’s a Saturday, and we

thought we needed a big party,”
explained Great Falls Tribune
editor and publisher Jim Strauss.

The party, sponsored by Pacif-
ic Steel and Recycling and the 

Still a whippersnapper 

See CELEBRATE, 14L

Celebrate 125
years all week

By Briana Wipf
Tribune Staff Writer

MYMONTANA
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Happy Birthday

Montana
from 

Montana Brewers!

To

Divide.
24. Few Californians.
25. No sales tax.
26. Pioneer League baseball

games on a warm summer’s night.
27. County fairs and the 4-H

kids who make them special.
28. The Arlee powwow.
29. Neighbors helping neigh-

bors.
30. A stroll in the bear grass.
31. Hippies who actually eat

meat.
32. The drive to Hauser Lake.
33. The old Montana State Pris-

on in Deer Lodge.
34. A day hike anywhere on the

Rocky Mountain Front.
35. The Little Big Horn battle-

field.
36. Cookouts and campfires.
37. Cowboy poets.
38. Our natural hot springs.
39. “A River Runs Through It”
40. The pies at the Crazy Moun-

tain Inn in Martinsdale.
41. Close-knit communities. No

matter where you move, you can
always find someone who went to
school with your aunt or knew
your brother.

42. Fall in Montana. The colors,
the crisp air and the sound of a
fight song on the gridiron will put
a smile on anyone’s face.

43. Sunsets on the prairie.
44. The Virginia City Players.
45. Bugling elk in Yellowstone

in the fall.
46. A hike to Iceberg Lake in

Glacier, which offers up a reward
at every turn.

47. Authors like Pete Fromm,
Ivan Doig, A.B. Guthrie and Jamie
Ford, who have called Montana
home for years and have written
many stories based on its people
and places.

48. The Crow Fair.
49. Saco bacon, the sinful treats

from the Pay N Save grocery
store.

50. Opheim lefse.
51. Western Art Week.
52. Cut Bank’s 27-foot-tall pen-

guin.
53. North American Indian

Days in Browning, a beautiful
display of our rich heritage and
history.

54. Cool dogs — like Shep in
Fort Benton and Jag, former Gov.
Brian Schweitzer’s border collie.

55. The most premiere fly-
fishing destinations on the planet
— and no, we’re not going to tell
you where.

56. Montana’s 3,200 lakes.
57. Our purple politics. Neither

party has a stranglehold on our
state.

58. Rough roads that lead to
beautiful places.

59. Jeff Ament, our very own
member of Pearl Jam.

60. The snow ghosts visible
from the chairlifts on the way to
the top of Whitefish Mountain.

61. The inspiration our state
provides to many great authors
including John Steinbeck who
wrote: “I’m in love with Montana.
For other states I have admiration,
respect, recognition, even some
affection. But with Montana it is
love. And it’s difficult to analyze
love when you’re in it.”

62. Our amazing ghost towns,
like Garnet, Virginia City and Ban-
nack.

63. Miles City’s Bucking Horse
Sale.

64. The uniqueness of Butte.
There’s no other place in the world
quite like it.

65. A North Pole adventure on
the Charlie Russell Chew Choo.

66. Wedding invitations posted
on the bulletin boards in Hi-Line
post offices.

67. The Virgelle Mercantile’s “A
Real Country Christmas at a Real
Country Store.” 

68. A good old-fashioned brand-
ing at some of Montana’s oldest
ranches — where the cattle are
rounded up by horseback and
wrestled by cowboys.

69. A view of mountains, prairie
or the big sky around every bend
in the highway.

70. Experiencing the Stillwater

River in the fall.
71. The thrill of holding a 20-

inch rainbow on the Big Horn.
72. Floating through the Para-

dise Valley on the Yellowstone
River.

73. Tailgating before home
games, regardless of whether
you’re a Cat or a Griz.

74. The view from the top of
Spanish Peak of the Bridger Moun-
tains.

75. Taking in the fall colors
from Billings’ rims.

76. Whole communities shutting
down during a big Class C game.

77. The grit of six-man football.
78. Havre Beneath the Streets.
79. A Choteau Fourth of July

alongside Dave.
80. Hot cocoa and a good sled-

ding hill.
81. Wibaux’s Ski Festival, which

celebrates its Polish and Scandina-
vian roots and all things -ski.

82. The Red Ants Pants Music
Festival in White Sulphur Springs.

83. Summer rodeo season.
84. Paddlefish.
85. The Moss Mansion in Bill-

ings.
86. The abundance of wildlife

from moose to elk, bobcats to
bears, sometimes literally in our
backyards.

87. The Bitterroot Valley.
88. Cool songs written about our

state, whether it’s LeGrande Har-
vey’s “Montana Melody” ballad or
Jewel’s “The Missoula Song.” 

89. Ice climbing in Bozeman’s
Hyalite Canyon.

90. A historical tour of Helena

aboard the Tour Train.
91. The Seeley-Swan Lake High-

way, which offers amazing views
and easy access to some of Mon-
tana’s more hidden gems, such as
Placid Lake, Holland Lake and
Lake Inez.

92. The opportunity to sift and
mine your own yogo sapphire — a
Montana treasure.

93. Wild Horse Island on Flat-
head Lake, a state park like no
other.

94. Butte’s Our Lady of the
Rockies.

95. The supposedly haunted
Kempton Hotel in Terry.

96. Four distinct seasons.
97. The Fort Peck Theatre’s

incredible summer play perfor-
mances.

98. Makoshika State Park out-
side of Glendive, which proves
that eastern Montana is just as
beautiful as the mountains of west-
ern Montana.

99. Excellent hunting right out
your back door.

100. The Smith River. Truly one
of Montana’s last remaining trea-
sures with only one access point in
and another out.

101. Missoula’s Big Dipper Ice
Cream, featuring Montana favor-
ites such as huckleberry and Ket-
tlehouse Coldsmoke-flavored
scoops of deliciousness.

102. Fields of butterflies.
103. Rocky Mountain oysters at

the Testy Fest outside of Missoula
in September.

104. A drive through Judith Gap
where you can check out Mon-
tana’s first wind farm, Invenergy.

105. Tough-as-nails school mas-
cots — like the Bison, Bengals and
Grizzlies. 

106. Steak. You’ll never find
better ones than at some of the
most out-of-the-way places like the
Highwood Bar or the Lighthouse in
Valier.

107. The Montana Folk Festival

in Butte.
108. Bald eagles scooping up

salmon from Canyon Ferry Reser-
voir dam in the fall.

109. A (fairly) efficient govern-
ment. Our legislature meets for
just 90 days every other year to
uphold and establish new laws.

110. Hikes to the M. Whether
you’re hiking up Mount Sentinel in
Missoula or the M at the mouth of
the Bridger Canyon on the edge of
Bozeman, you’re bound to get
spectacular views of these college
towns and the surrounding land-
scape.

111. Star gazing. From a pullout
on U.S. Highway 2 or from the top
of Bootlegger Trail, these big skies
offer the chance to see stars and
the Northern Lights on many clear
nights.

112. Philip Aaberg, The Mission
Mountain Woodband, George Win-
ston and the rest of our talented
musicians.

113. Grizzly bears roaming the
mountainsides of the Many Glacier
Valley.

114. The Evelyn Cameron Gal-
lery, a must-see stop in Terry.
Cameron was a British-born pho-
tographer and naturalist who
moved to Terry in the 19th century.

115. A budget surplus. Not
many other states in the union can
make this claim.

116. Seven Indian reservations
and one landless tribe, all with
amazing history and beautiful
languages.

117. The Chinese Wall, just one
great feature of the Bob Marshall
Wilderness, literally one of the
last, most undisturbed places of
grandeur on this planet.

118. Plenty of U.S. Forest Ser-
vice cabins available to rent.

119. The song of the Western
Meadowlark announcing spring’s
arrival.

120. Flathead Lake. It’s the
largest freshwater lake west of the
Mississippi. Not only is its water
pristine, but it’s surrounded by the
Mission Mountains, the Swan
Mountains and the Salish Moun-
tains.

121. The garden of 1,000 Budd-
has in Arlee. It offers a scenic
departure from the beauty of the
old, white mission church in St.
Ignatius. 

122. The many gems surround-
ing Lincoln — the Continental
Divide, High Country beef jerky,
the incomparable Blackfoot River
and the sculpture garden.

123. The St. Patrick’s Day fes-
tivities in good ol’ Butte, America.

124. The big sky. The really,
really big sky.

125. Montana truly is the Last.
Best. Place.

125 reasons
Continued from 13L

TRIBUNE PHOTO/ERIN MADISON

A sailboat sets anchor at Wild Horse Island’s Skeeko Bay. The bay is a popular
landing spot on the island and is typically protected from the winds often present
on Flathead Lake. 

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Beargrass is one of a million reasons
that Glacier National Park is a must-see
in Montana.

Tribune, kicks off at 4:30 at the
historic Crystal Ballroom at the
Rainbow Living Center. The open
house-style event runs until 8
p.m. and includes music by Fam-
ily Affair, a buffet dinner and
birthday cake.

The Front Brewing Company
will debut its new Montana bar-
ley-based beer, Montana Whipper-
snapper, at the party. 

From 6 to 10 p.m., a pub crawl
sponsored by the Downtown
Great Falls Association will in-
clude 12 Great Falls saloons,
many of which will have live mu-
sic. The historic trolley will pro-
vide transportation from bar to
bar.

Many downtown art galleries
will remain open into the evening
Saturday as well.

Commemorative T-shirts and
beer glasses will be for sale at the
Rainbow and the bars participat-
ing in the pub crawl. 

“It’s going to be a full evening,”
said Strauss.

Celebrate
Continued from 13L

$47,500. At the time, observers
called it “the finest site and soil
for a golf course.”

But, we wonder, what kind of
university campus could that
forested shore land have made?
And how would the nature of
Great Falls, Missoula and Boze-
man have changed if lawmakers
had placed a single-unit univer-
sity system in Great Falls?

It’s impossible to pin down a
hypothetical, but in 2014, as Mon-
tanans look both backward and
forward on the 125th anniversary
of Montana becoming a state in
November 1899, it’s fun to ponder
“what if.” 

The Tribune asked a couple of
Montana historians and two
thoughtful former elected offi-
cials to evaluate what could have
been.

“If Great Falls had landed the
state’s single college, it would
have grown steadily and probably
have become the biggest city in
Montana,” said Harry Fritz, a

history professor emeritus at the
University of Montana.

“Great Falls would have had
everything going for it,” Fritz
said. 

It would have meant adding the
makings of what would become a
major university with 20,000 stu-
dents, professors and support
staff to what the Electric City
already had going for it: hydro
power from Missouri River dams
that attracted industry, including
the Anaconda Co. coppery refin-
ery in Black Eagle, plus being
situated well as a trade center for
bountiful surrounding wheat
farms.

“Missoula and Bozeman
wouldn’t have had much,” he add-
ed.

“Missoula was primarily a
railroad and timber town until
well past World War II when the
university and other businesses
began to grow,” Fritz said. “With-
out the university, Missoula would
be a backwater town. Nor would
Bozeman have seen much growth,
without MSU and the later high-
tech and agricultural develop-
ments that followed it. What
would Bozeman have been be-

come? Maybe a ranch and ski
town.”

“That’s the main reason why
the early legislators wanted to
spread state institutions around,
to give several towns something
to build around,” Fritz said. 

Legislators also cited the com-
bined issue of distance and access
to college, which Fritz said was a
pretty good argument for more
colleges in the early 1890s, but
less important soon as more roads
and rail lines were developed.

“The possibility of consolidat-
ing the university system into one
or two colleges always remained a
possibility, but never occurred,”
Fritz said.

In fact, the issue was placed on
the 1914 ballot whether to consoli-
date what were then four units
into a single university at either
Missoula or Bozeman.

The measure failed over-
whelmingly, by a 60 to 40 percent
margin. Some 73 percent of Mis-
soula County voters supported
consolidation, while 92 of Gallatin
County voters rejected it, Fritz
said, “because Bozeman residents
felt the ‘fix was in,’ ” with Mis-
soula expected to be chosen as the

single college.”
Great Falls historian Ken Robi-

son agreed a single university
would have benefited Great Falls
at the expense of Missoula and
Bozeman, but is not as kind to
Paris Gibson as the MSU histori-
ans were.

Robison said Gibson had long
planned to put a university in
Great Falls; the site south of the
Missouri near the mouth of the
Sun River was so designated on
the original land survey of Great
Falls he had drawn up in 1883.

“But Paris Gibson blew it by
insisting Great Falls get the single
unit-university,” Robison said. “At
one point in the 1893 legislative
session, a key Missoula legislator
offered Gibson the option of
Great Falls receiving the agricul-
tural college and Missoula the
university.”

“Gibson made the mistake of
turning the offer down, and Great
Falls ended up not getting any
state institutions. It was sheer
folly on his part. When you have a
chance of getting half of some-
thing major and you end up with
nothing, you have really let your
community down.”

University
Continued from 13L
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While Montana has had
her share of upstanding
citizens — the vast majority
forgotten by history — she’s
seen her share of colorful,
often violent, scoundrels, as
well. 

Here are five of the most
notable:

Henry Plummer
In May 1863, Henry Plum-

mer was elected sheriff of
Bannack, the town that
would become Montana’s
first territorial capital. The
following January, he was
hanged on his own gallows
by Vigilantes, who blamed
him for organizing a crimi-
nal gang responsible for
more than 100 murders.

The truth of his guilt is
far from settled — though
some say he shed some light
on the matter when, ap-
proaching the noose, he
offered to trade his life for
his weight in gold from a
hidden stash. When his ef-
fort at bargaining failed, he
asked his executioners in-
stead for “good drop,” mean-
ing a quickly broken neck.

It’s unclear whether he
got the swift death he want-
ed, but his corpse didn’t get
to rest easy itself. His skull,
stolen from the grave by a
pair of drunken coal minors,
is reported to have ended up
displayed for several years
in a saloon before disappear-

ing.

Jack Slade
Jack Slade, another vic-

tim of Montana’s Vigilantes,
had spent much of the late
1850s and early 1860s as a
superintendent for stage-
coach routes between the
East and California. He de-
veloped a reputation for
enforcing order with often-
brutal methods — shooting
and killing at least one sub-
ordinate, for instance.

After being fired by his
employer for drunkenness,
he ran afoul of Virginia
City’s vigilantes in 1864,
where he was lynched for
disturbing the peace. His
widow, swearing that he
wouldn’t be buried in this
“damned territory,” shipped
his remains to Salt Lake City
with a keg of whiskey.

Harvey “Kid Curry”
Logan

Harvey Logan, or “Kid
Curry” as he is better
known, came to Montana
when he was 16. He led a
reportedly lawful existence
at first, trying his hand at
ranching south of Landusky.
That came to an end when a
feud saw him shoot a saloon
owner.

After skipping town for
Wyoming, Kid Curry ended
up as part of a gang eventu-
ally known as the Wild
Bunch, along with George
Parker and Harry Longa-

baugh, better known them-
selves as “Butch Cassidy”
and the “Sundance Kid.”

The Wild Bunch’s string
of legendary robberies in-
cluded one of the most suc-
cessful train robberies in
U.S. history, when, in July
1901, they held up a Great
Northern Railway train west
of Malta, and got away with
$41,500 in unsigned tender.

Kid Curry was arrested
later that same year in Ten-
nessee for forging bank
notes. After escaping from
prison in 1903, his path is
somewhat unclear, but some
say he ended up dying in a
gunfight after a botched
1904 train robbery in Colora-
do.

Christopher William
“Shorty” Young’

“Shorty” Young was

broke when he arrived in
Havre in 1894. Over the next
35 years, however, he built
an operation that was said to
rival the vice empire of
famed Chicago mobster Al
Capone.

After making enough
gambling to buy out the boss
he had operated a roulette
wheel for, Young built up
gambling and prostitution
establishments, including
the Mint Saloon and the
Montana European Hotel
and Grill, more commonly
called the Honky Tonk. Dur-
ing the Prohibition, his ruth-
less “Havre Bunch” traf-
ficked liquor from Canada
through Havre, reportedly
delivering to every state

except Maine.
Young’s empire, however,

began crumbling after Mon-
tanans voted to end prohibi-
tion in 1926, and he was raid-
ed by federal agents in 1929.
When he died in 1944, only 50
friends attended his funeral.
In an act of civic generosity,
he left his property and
remaining money to Havre’s
“poor and needy.”

Ted Kaczynski
A one-time Berkeley

math professor, Theodore
Kaczynski came to Montana
in the 1970s, living in a 10-
by-12-foot cabin outside of
Lincoln. 

He acquired the nick-
name by which he is better

known, the “Unabomber,”
through a series of 16 mail
bombs he sent between 1978
and 1995, killing three people
and injuring 23, apparently
in an attempt to protest the
impact of industrialization
and modern technology.

He was apprehended in
1996, after the FBI persuad-
ed the New York Times and
Washington Post to publish
his 35,000-word manifesto on
industrial society and his
brother, David, came for-
ward with his suspicion
about the Unabomber’s iden-
tity.

Now 72, Kaczynski was
sentenced in 1998 to life
without parole and is held in
a supermaxium security
prison near Florence, Colo.

The lowdown on Montana’s biggest lowlifes

KACZYNSKI FAMILY PHOTO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE/MCT

The Unabomber, Ted Kaczynski, stands outside his cabin near Lincoln
in June, 1972.

FILE PHOTO

An illustration of Harvey Logan, or “Kid Curry,” killing Pike Landusky.
Kid Curry ended up as part of a gang known as the Wild Bunch.

A quick look at the state’s top
villains, criminals, bad guys

By Eric Dietrich
Tribune Staff Writer

Selstads Sod Farm
Serving Montana for 60 Years

™

Serving Montana 
for 60 Years

from Tom Selstad

MT-0000341537

Open Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

452-6425 • 1-800-624-5590
3012 Vaughn Rd, Great Falls, Mt 59404

ANSWERS
QUIZ

From page 13

1. A. Jeannette Rankin came from
Missoula, near where her family
ranched.

2. A. Joseph Toole. Sidney Edger-
ton was the first territorial governor.

3. C. “From out the golden
West.” The opening verse of “Mon-
tana” is: 

Tell me of that Treasure State
Story always new
Tell of its beauties grand
And its hearts so true
Mountains of sunset fire
The land I love the best
Let me grasp the hand of one
From out the golden West
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It’s The NEW Times Square!

Grand Opening
Celebration!

In conjunction with the 1st Friday Night Art Walk
November 7th from 3pm-7pm

525 Central Ave at the Corner of Central Ave and 
6th St in the Heart of Downtown LIVE!

Meet the owners of the following Businesses 
who are part of the New Times Square Family

My Neighbor in Need
Autumn June Photography
Montana Mosaic
Dandelion Foundation
Over Here Consulting

Re Ann Rothwell & Co.
Magic Moon Sivana
Experience Works
Tips by Tiff
Vision Matters of Montana

STOP - Start Trying Other Programs

And Coming Soon...

The Great Falls Wedding and Event Center

All of this is made possible by your friends at 

QUESTION.....
What is 3 stories tall and is 

home to 14 businesses?

Oh and did I mention its over 
40,000 square feet?

Montana is home to so many
noteworthy rodeo stars that it
isn’t even funny.

Well, maybe that’s not true for
arguably the most famous cow-
boy ever from the Treasure State.

Flint Rasmussen was a star
athlete while growing up in Cho-
teau and developed his love for
rodeo as a young boy trailing his
father, Stan, a longtime announc-
er. Flint eventually found his way
to the rodeo arena, but not as a
competitor. He’s become one of
the world’s most famous clowns, a
funnyman who found fame as a
rodeo barrelman and now works

exclusively for the Professional
Bull Riders Tour.

Rasmussen earned PRCA
Clown of the Year honors for
eight years and won the Coors
“Man in the Can” award seven
times. Now he appears exclusive-
ly at Professional Bull Riders
events.

The 46-year-old Rasmussen is
still at it, making rodeo fans
laugh. Five years removed from a
heart attack, he’s still making
rodeo fans laugh.

While he is Montana’s most
famous funnyman, he has compe-
tition of course when it comes to
determining the Treasure State’s
greatest cowboy.

Benny Reynolds of Twin

Bridges, who died earlier this
year at age 77, was a former All-
Around Champion cowboy and
inductee into the ProRodeo Hall
of Fame. Dan Mortensen of Bill-
ings won six world champion-
ships in an amazing saddle bronc
career.

Other rodeo stars who deserve
consideration include bronc rider
Bud Munroe of Billings and bull
rider Ronnie Rossen of Broadus.
And then there’s Alice Greenough
of Red Lodge, who it is said “bust-
ed broncs and busted ranks in the
macho world of rodeo.”

The Treasure State, it can be
argued, is the country’s cowboy
capital. Young stars are born, not
made, in Montana.

FILE IMAGE

Flint Rasmussen of Stevensville found fame as a rodeo barrelman and now works exclusively for the Professional Bull Riders
Tour. He earned PRCA Clown of the Year honors for eight years and won the Coors “Man in the Can” award seven times. 

Montana a cowboy capital
By Scott Mansch
Tribune Sports Editor

Imagine if characters from
Montana’s history could have re-
ceived texts from their friends. We
thought about some of the situa-
tions in which having a strong
signal to text could have changed
history — maybe even saved lives. 

What would Lewis and Clark
have said if they’d had the right
technology? (A little GPS wouldn’t

have hurt, either.) What would
Great Falls founder Paris Gibson
have to say, or Territorial Gov.
Thomas Meagher or villain Jack
Slade?

With that in mind, we had a
little fun introducing some tech-
nology into the Treasure State’s
past.

We’d like to hear your ideas,
too. Email them to kinbody@great-
fallstribune.com.

Custer, is all well?
Shoot me a text

Tribune Staff
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4 1500 32nd Street South

Great Falls, MT 59405 406.761.4300
www.kindredparkplace.com

Proudly providing Great Falls 
the best care since 1964

Proudly provid
the best care

Happy 125th 
Birthday, 
Montana!

MONTANA

Happy Birthday!

125 GLORIOUS YEARS!

Satisfying 
customers for 
over 100 years 

308 1st Ave. So. 
761-2192

WWW.FERRINS.COM
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FERRIN’S 
FURNITURE

Compassionate and Personalized care

No Referrals Necessary
Cataract Surgery, 
Lasik, Routine Eye 

Exams, Emergent Care, 
Glaucoma, & Optical
We participate in most major 

medical insurance plans
We Accept Care Credit

Mark F. Ozog M.D.

1417 9th Street South #100 Great Falls, MT 

1-800-541-2417
406-453-1613 or

www.ozogeye.com
MT-0000341371

Happy 125th Birthday, 

Montana!!

Bruce and Ardelle Watkins purchased Gusto 
Distributing in 1965. At that time, we had Schlitz 
and Pabst with one fork lift and four employees. 
We obtained Miller in 1972. We purchased a Coors/
micro/wine house in Great Falls in 2000, and 
purchased the Coors house in Havre (2004), and the 
Miller house in Helena (2005).

Our family history in the beer business started 
during prohibition. Bruce’s father, Harry Watkins, was 
bootlegging in the Sweetgrass area. After prohibition 
ended, Harry started a beer distribution business in 
Havre and Shelby. The fi rst loads of Budweiser and 
Schlitz in Montana arrived at Harry’s warehouse, and 
a family business was born. Bruce’s brothers took over 
the distributorships. Other Watkins family members 
have beer distributorships not only in Havre and 
Shelby, but Great Falls, Missoula, and most of Idaho.

MT-0000341424

501 Crescent Cir
Great Falls, Mt 59404

406.727.2618
www.gustodistributing.com

MONTANA YEARBOOK:
Class of 2014 Superlatives

AP PHOTO/ALEXANDER F. YUAN

MAX BAUCUS
Most Likely to be
Outsourced to China.

AP PHOTO/MIKE ALBANS

WALTER BREUNING
Most Likely to Have
Partied with Joan of Arc
and Joan Rivers.

FILE PHOTO

STEVE BULLOCK
Most Likely to Put the
“Model” in Model
Politician.

TRIBUNE PHOTO/DANIEL WEST

CONRAD BURNS
Least Likely to Convert to
Islam.

AP PHOTO/THE MISSOULIAN, MICHAEL

GALLACHER

JUDY MARTZ
Most likely to do your
laundry.

FILE PHOTO

MICHAEL WINTERS
Most Likely to Cuss Like a
Sailor While Building a
Memorial to One.

TRIBUNE PHOTO/LARRY BECKNER

RYAN LEAF
Most Likely to Tidy Up
Your Medicine Cabinet
Without Being Asked.

TRIBUNE PHOTO/RION SANDERS

BRIAN SCHWEITZER
Most Likely to Use a Bolo
Tie as a Gaydar.

AP PHOTO/WALTER HINICK 

EVEL KNIEVEL
Least Likely to Become a
Driver’s Ed Instructor.

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

CHARLES MARION
RUSSELL

Most likely to drive through
Great Falls and get tired of
seeing his own name.

AP PHOTO/ELAINE THOMPSON

THEODORE
KACZYNSKI

Least Likely to Need
Insurance or Confirmation
on That Package.

FILE PHOTO

MONTE DOLACK
Most Likely to Find a Fish
on His Couch.

Montana produced $2.43 billion in
exported goods during 2013: $929
million in bulk wheat and $1.5 billion
in all other tangible goods. 

Our top 10 export
partners (excluding bulk
wheat purchases):

1. Canada ($586 million — refined
petroleum products, industrial ma-
chinery)

2. Republic of Korea ($168 million —
coal)

3. China ($101 million — inorganic
chemicals)

4. Switzerland ($76 million — bitumi-
nous coal)

5. Taiwan ($74 million — industrial
machinery, inorganic chemicals)

6. Belgium ($65 million)

7. Mexico ($56 million)

8. Japan ($49 million)

9. India ($31 million)

10. Germany ($27 million)

Our top 10 exported
goods:

1. Bulk wheat ($929 million)

2. Mineral fuel ($332 million)

3. Inorganic chemicals ($234 million)

4. Industrial machinery ($169 million)

5. Vehicles, parts, etc. ($87 million)

6. Edible vegetables ($80 million)

7. Salt, sulfur, stone ($71 million)

8. Pharmaceutical products ($51
million)

9. Optic, medical, surgical instru-
ments ($48 million)

10. Ore, slag, ash ($42 million)

2013 data, Montana Department of
Commerce

State sends
$929 million
in wheat 
on its way
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Reception will be
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH

from 7:00 - 8:00 pm

COME TO THE

History Museum
TO LAUNCH THE NEW EXHIBIT

125thin Celebration
of the State’s Birthday

422 2nd Street South  •  452-3462

The Treasure State loves bas-
ketball.

Anyone wanting to start a good
debate around here need only
declare that the definitive “best
player in state history” has been
determined.

Larry Krystkowiak of Shelby
and Ray Kuka of Havre had NBA
careers. Josh Huestis of Great
Falls is just starting his.

Jack Gillespie is regarded as
the top talent in the rich hoops
history of Great Falls. Unless
maybe it’s Tom Storm, Ray How-
ard or Huestis.

The Selvigs, brothers Robin
and Doug and others, put the tiny
town of Outlook on the basketball
map.

And when it comes to Native
American basketball tradition,
well, the list of stars is lengthy.
Willie Weeks of Wolf Point, Jona-
than Takes Enemy of Hardin, Don
Wetzel Sr. of Cut Bank, Michael
Chavez of Heart Butte and Elvis
Old Bull of Lodge Grass are but a
few of the greats who deserve
consideration on any “best of the
best” list.

But the brightest light of them
all flamed out far too quickly.

Nearly 50 years ago, the man
regarded as the best basketball
player in Montana history died in
a tragic accident in Logan, Utah.

Wayne Estes of Anaconda was a
6-foot-6, 230-pound senior forward
at Utah State University. He was
one of the top players in the na-
tion, averaging an amazing 33
points per game, second only to
Rick Barry of Miami. He also was
one of the top rebounders in the
country and was considered a
certain first-round draft choice by
the National Basketball Associa-

tion.
On the night of Feb. 8, 1965,

Estes scored 48 points as the Ag-
gies beat Denver University 91-62.

Two hours later, the All-Amer-
ica candidate lay dead in the
streets of Logan.

He was killed in a bizarre twist
of fate. Estes and three friends
went to get a pizza after the Den-
ver U. game and when they re-
turned to the Utah State campus,
they came across the scene of an
automobile accident. A car had
struck a metal utility pole and
snapped a 2,300-volt high-tension
wire.

A teammate passed safely un-
der the live wire, but Estes
brushed it with his forehead and
was killed.

At the time of his death at the
age of 21, Estes was the 18th play-
er in NCAA Division I history to
score 2,000 career points.

His funeral on Feb. 12, 1965,
drew a reported 4,500 people to
Anaconda.

The best basketball player is ... let the debate begin

COURTESY PHOTO

A shrine to basketball legend Wayne Estes is housed behind glass in the lobby of
Memorial Gym at Anaconda High.

One of greatest
died too young

By Scott Mansch
Tribune Sports Editor

Now that former Sen. Max
Baucus has traded in Big Sky
Country for … well … does China
even have a nickname? ... there
are undoubtedly plenty of things
he misses about the Last Best
Place.

“If I had to pick only one thing,
I have to say I miss the people of
Montana — seeing so many Mon-
tanans who I know on a first-name
basis all the time,” Baucus said in
an email from China’s capital. “I
used to say that I had a million of
the best bosses, and I got to know
and grow close to so many of
them.”

Baucus, who left the U.S. Sen-
ate earlier this year to become the
U.S. ambassador to China, traded
in his hometown of Helena, which
has fewer than 30,000 people, for
the Beijing, a metropolis of more
than 21 million people.

Granted, in China Baucus sure-
ly has no trouble finding a restau-
rant that serves a decent Peking
duck, but good luck finding a
Montana Black Angus ribeye in
the Celestial City.

OK, enough with the nick-
names.

Here are four things Max Bau-
cus surely misses about the Trea-
sure State.

FRESH AIR
Max Baucus is famously an

avid long-distance runner, and
there’s no better place to stretch
your legs than in Montana, with
its long empty roads and clean,
crisp mountain air.

In 1979, the year after he was
first elected to Senate, Baucus
became the first sitting senator to
run a marathon while in office.

Upon confirmation in February
to his post in China, the 72-year-

old Baucus told his former Senate
colleagues he might run the Beij-
ing Marathon.

“The new job has kept me busy,
though I try to go running as often
as I can, and I’m looking at run-
ning another race at some point,”
Baucus said. 

We’re glad he didn’t follow
through with running the Beijing
Marathon because the air there is
some of the most polluted in the
world. 

“Airpocalypse” is actually a
thing in China. 

When the Beijing Marathon
was run on Oct. 19, 30,000 runners
were exposed to air pollution
levels 12 times higher than what
the World Health Organization
deems safe to breathe.

GREAT BEER
Who says Democrats and Re-

publicans can’t get along in Wash-
ington, D.C.? 

Three years before he left the
Senate, Max Baucus reached
across the aisle and sought to end
factional gridlock by forming the
bi-partisan Small Brewer Caucus
with Republican Sen. Mike Crapo
of Idaho.

Nothing brings opposing poli-
tics together better than a tasty
brew!

Baucus said he’s having a great
time in Beijing, and has enjoyed
welcoming old friends, such as
Gov. Steve Bullock, who recently
visted China. 

“It’s been great to discover all
the different types of Chinese
food and the good local beer here,
though we miss Montana steaks
and beer from our craft brew-
eries back home,” Baucus said. 

The world’s top-selling beer,
Snow, is made in China, but Beer
Advocate gives it a measly score
of 60, which puts it firmly in the
category of “poor” beers.

Montana is home to more than
40 small breweries crafting ales
using the finest ingredients in the
world, including Montana-grown
barley and fresh Montana water. 

Lewis and Clark Brewing Co.’s
Tumbleweed IPA, brewed in Bau-
cus’ hometown, recently took
home the top honors at the Great
American Beer Festival in Boul-
der, Colo. Unlike that “thin-tex-
tured” Chinese beer, Beer Ad-
vocate rates Tumbleweed IPA
“world class.”

GOING-TO-THE-SUN
Sure, the Chinese have their

famous 5,500-mile Great Wall, but
thanks in part to Max Baucus, the
Crown Jewel of the Continent
boasts 53-miles of one of the most
scenic public works projects ever
undertaken in this hemisphere.

Each year millions of tourists
from across the globe travel Gla-
cier National Park’s Going-to-the-
Sun Road to see the majestic
views and soaring mountains
early voyagers referred to as
“The American Alps.”

Keeping a narrow, winding
road attached to the side of steep
mountains prone to massive ava-
lanches, torrential floods, gushing
waterfalls and devastating rock-
slides is no easy task.

As anyone who has ever sat in
a vehicle on the famed highway
waiting for a pilot car can attest,
Going-to-the-Sun Road is in a near
perpetual state of construction, er
… “rehabilitation.”

During his tenure in the Senate
Baucus funneled millions of dol-
lars in federal highway money to
keep Going-to-the-Sun Road open
to the public. 

Thanks in part to Baucus’
“friendly arm-twisting” of former
transportation secretary Ray
LaHood, the Going-to-the-Sun
rehab received an additional $27.5

million in funding in 2009 through
the federal stimulus program.

Surely Baucus misses cruising
this famed stretch of pavement in
one of Glacier’s iconic red buses.

“Mel and I also miss hiking on
Dawson Pitamacan Trail in Gla-
cier, Cat-Griz games, eating
cheeseburgers on the Hi-Line,
stopping for shots at Two Dot, the
hay after the rain and listening to
elk on The Front,” Baucus said. 

GUNS
According to a 2010 study by

the Daily Beast, Montana trails
only Utah and Kentucky in per-
capita gun ownership.

Montana is a state that loves its
guns, and Max Baucus is one of
the few Democratic senators to
ever earn an A+ rating from the
National Rifle Association.

Just before he retired from the
Senate, Baucus was one of four
Democrats to vote “no” against an
amendment that would have ex-
tended background checks to
private gun sales. 

But the closest Max Baucus is
likely to get to a gun in China is
standing near his security detail.

The Chinese government
strictly controls gun ownership by
civilians, and private citizens are
forbidden from owning or selling
guns.

Trading the Big
Sky for Beijing

Four things Max misses about life at home

COURTESY PHOTO

Sen. Max Baucus competes in the Governor’s Cup in 1997. Baucus ran the
Governor’s Cup marathon in 1979 to become the first-ever U.S. senator to finish a
marathon. 

By John S. Adams
Tribune Staff Writer



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2014 MY MONTANA 19G R E AT  FA L L S T R I B U N E W W W . G R E AT FA L L S T R I B U N E . C O M

B eltelt Valleyalley B ankank
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www.beltvalleybank.com

Kickin’ Dirt with Ag Producers 
since 1936.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY MONTANA!

MT-0000341304
MT-0000341386

Celebrating 120 Years

411 Central Ave • www.kaufmansmenswear.com

“Montana is the epicenter of pop cul-
ture,” said no one ever.

It’s not a bad thing that Montanans
aren’t expected to come up with the next
great musical revolution or produce life-
altering innovations like Facebook or the
Snuggie.

Look at it this way; by the time great
things make their way to Montana, they’ve
already been tried and true. We don’t often
get the beta version of anything.

Montana isn’t entirely omitted from the
vernacular of pop culture, however.

Before she was the tongue-wagging,
twerk monster we know today, Miley Cyrus
was a wholesome teen icon known as Han-
nah Montana. 

Joe Montana, who rumor has it was a
real person and not a made-up teen icon,
put the state on the map for nearly two
decades as a four-time Super Bowl champi-
on. And he didn’t have to twerk to get no-
ticed.

Who could forget Peyton Manning bark-
ing “Montana fat man! Montana fat man!”
at the line in the 2014 AFC Championship?
All of us plumper Montanans thought for a
split second that he was talking about us.

And who could forget the fun-loving
Cuban immigrant who came to the states to
make a better life for himself and his fam-
ily only to get wrapped up in a gun fight
with the wrong people? Tony Montana was
the good guy in “Scarface” right?

Interesting side note, the character of
Tony Montana was named after Joe Mon-
tana, who director Oliver Stone really
liked. Who doesn’t like Montana?

Thanks to the insanely imaginative mind
of Frank Zappa, rock fans all over the
world were moved to start a career in den-
tistry when his song, “Montana” came out
in 1973. 

“I might be movin’ to Montana soon, just
to raise a crop of dental floss,” Zappa sings,
ending the ditty with “Yippy, ty-o, ty-ay.”

You could say that the hit ’90s TV show
“Roseanne” is a bit dated, if it wasn’t on in
24-hour rotation on numerous channels to
this day. 

The charismatic comedienne dropped at
least two references to the Treasure State
on the show. Once when talking about El-
vis, she said “Elvis isn’t dead, he just
moved to Montana.” Another time, when
Dan failed as a songwriter, he said “I hear
Montana’s nice,” to which Roseanne
quipped, “And I hear they have very little
radio there.”

Hey, we might not have the fastest In-
ternet here but I know for a fact there’s
radio.

Even though it isn’t specified exactly
where in the state it is, the school in the
movie “Vampire Academy” is located
somewhere in Montana. They must have
figured there are so many places in the
state where a massive boarding school
filled with young vampires could be com-
pletely hidden from society.

Now that I think about it, there are a few
places in the Bob where this could feasibly
happen.

All jokes aside, there aren’t many better
places to live than Montana and when the
state is occasionally brought up in any field
of pop culture, we all feel a sense of pride.

After all, at least we were noticed.

MCT

Miley
Cyrus

Most famous
Montanan?
It’s Hannah

By Patrick Douglas
For the Tribune

cago Joe” Hensley, had good busi-
ness sense. According to “Upstairs
Girls: Prostitution in the American
West” by Michael Rutter, Hensley,
having come to Montana from Ire-
land via Chicago, opened a brothel
in Helena and then invested her
money in real estate. She and her
husband eventually expanded their
real estate empire, before losing
much of it in the depression of 1893.
Hensley died, not destitute but liv-
ing more modestly, in 1899.

There were almost as many rea-
sons to enter prostitution as there
were prostitutes, and some madams
were cruel and abusive, while oth-
ers were fair. One really mean mad-
am was Mary Gleim of Missoula.
She had multiple houses there and
even served time in prison during
the 1890s for an attempt to blow up
a rival’s brothel. At her death, her
tombstone was placed so it faces in
the opposite direction as the others
in the cemetery, by Gleim’s request.
In that direction, she would face the
railroad so she could wave to her
best customers as they went by,
Baumler said.

The buffalo gals of the Wild West
gave way to new generations of

Not too long ago, prostitution
flourished semi-openly under the
Big Sky, with the last of the great
Montana madams, Ruby Garrett of
Butte, in business until 1982, when a
police raid shut her down. When the
Garrett’s Dumas Hotel closed, it
marked the end of an era in Mon-
tana, as it was the last brothel in
operation in the state, according to
Ellen Baumler, interpretive histori-
an at the Montana Historical Soci-
ety, who has done extensive re-
search on prostitution in Montana.

“The Dumas Hotel was maybe
the West’s oldest brothel,” Baumler
said. “It was in operation from 1890
to 1982.”

From the time of the Montana
gold rush in the 1860s, prostitutes
found a rich business. According to
Baumler, these women often served
as cooks or nurses, and provided a
civilizing aspect to the rough life of
miners. Early society seems not to
have shunned the ladies of the eve-
ning.

“It wasn’t really until families
began to move in and more women
and children that they began to
figure out ways to push the (prosti-
tutes) into what we know of as red
light districts,” Baumler explained.

Early examples include Helena,
which banned women working in
any capacity on Main Street in 1885,
forcing upstairs girls into their own
specific neighborhood. 

Great Falls followed in 1888,
when Ordinance No. 2, “Relating to
Offenses Against Good Order and
Morals,” was passed by the city
council and signed by Mayor Paris
Gibson, said Ellen Sievert, City of
Great Falls/Cascade County historic
preservation officer. 

Baumler said that while cities
passed ordinances against the prac-
tice, the punishments amounted to
fines small enough that the women
could afford to pay. In Butte, the
fine was between $5 and $10. The
system amounted to de facto legal-
ization and licensing. For some
towns the fines were in the thou-
sands, representing a significant
boost to municipal coffers.

But that didn’t mean the women
didn’t run into trouble with the law.
A Virginia City madam named Mat-
tie Lee was sent to prison for mur-
der in 1903, and the only known
photograph of her is her mug shot.
She shot a man in a bar fight in
Philipsburg over $10.

Life was rough for prostitutes in
the early days of Montana. Take
Mollie Burns, who had a large bank
account and an alcohol problem.
She fell victim to a gold-digging
husband, who plied her with drink
and convinced her to sign away all
her property. Over the next few
days, he gave Burns more booze,
and she died of alcohol poisoning. 

Burns’ Helena colleague, “Chi-

prostitutes, and this is when the
likes of Ida Levy and Big Dorothy
Baker flourished in Helena. Baker
operated her brothel in Helena until
it was closed down in a 1972 raid,
and Baker died two weeks later. She
was known in the community as a
kind person, Baumler said. 

“She was very philanthropic and
very kind to people,” she said.

Even towns not known for prosti-
tution had robust red light districts.
Small Montana towns were home to
bordellos as well. 

“I’m sure there was probably a
lot more of that than anyone knew,”
Sievert said about Great Falls’ pros-
titution activity. 

At different times, red light dis-
tricts in Great Falls existed close to
downtown or nearer to modern-day
10th Avenue South, Sievert said.

While some prostitutes have
become famous, most are lost to
history. Many of the women pre-
ferred to remain anonymous, and
finding photos of any of these wom-
en is difficult, Baumler said.

While some madams reached the
heights of infamy, most prostitutes
operated in anonymity. A madam
named Jenny Ashley operated in
Virginia City for three decades.
She’s listed in census records as a
madam until the 1930s, but Baumler
has never been able to track down
any information about her.

“It’s kind of sad,” she said.

Business was good
for the uptown girls

COURTESY OF MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

A photograph of Helena madam Mollie Burns’ parlor. Burns died of alcohol poisoning.

COURTESY OF MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Virginia City madam Mattie Lee, shown
here in a mug shot, was sent to prison in
1903 for killing a man in a bar fight over
$10.

COURTESY OF MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

“Chicago Joe” Hensley, a Helena madam,
built an empire in the 1880s, only to lose
much of her money in the depression of
1893.

Fines in Butte
were as little
as $5 to $10

By Briana Wipf
Tribune Staff Writer
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Did Meriwether Lewis, notable
explorer of the West, shoot him-
self, or was he murdered?

Did Thomas Frances Meagher,
acting governor, fall into the Mis-
souri River in a drunken stupor, or
was he pushed to his death?

What or who dissected Mon-
tana cattle with surgical preci-
sion?

These are just a few of the
state’s notable mysteries:

THE DEATH OF
MERIWETHER LEWIS

The Corps of Discovery ex-
plored the West in 1804-1806 and
spent extensive time traveling
through Montana.

Three years later, On Oct. 10,
1809, Lewis, who led the famous
expedition with William Clark,
died of gunshot wounds at the
Grinder’s Inn along the dangerous
Natchez Trace trail in Tennessee,
known as the Devil’s Backbone.

Theory 1: The consensus
among historians was that Lewis,
known for bouts of melancholy,
shot himself. 

Theory 2: “I tend to think he
was murdered,” said Ellen Baum-
ler, interpretive historian for the
Montana Historical Society.

In 1848, Lewis’ remains were
partially exhumed as part of a
project to memorialize his grave-
site, and a monument committee
reported “assassination” as the
most likely cause, Baumler noted
in a story published in the “Mon-
tana The Magazine of Western
History.” Baumler also says that
Lewis’ remains may have been
partially exhumed by accident in
1928 during a refurbishing of the
monument. The skull revealed a
bullet hole in the back.

THE DEATH OF THOMAS
FRANCIS MEAGHER

Meagher was appointed first
territorial secretary in 1865, and
twice as acting governor. Gen.
Meagher served in the Civil War,
and led the Irish Brigade of the
Union Army, according to “Mon-
tana Moments, History on the
Go,” authored by Baumler. A
bronze statue shows a heroic
Meagher on his horse on the Capi-

tol lawn.
He did not die a hero’s death in

1867, when he disappeared from
steamship G.A. Thompson as it
was docked in Fort Benton.

Theory 1: Meagher, who was ill,
got up to relieve himself and fell
overboard. Or, he had been drink-
ing all day, tripped and fell over-
board, or possibly jumped in a fit
of delirium tremens due to alcohol
withdrawal.

Theory 2: He was assassinated.
In 1995, George McMullen of On-
tario, Canada, a psychic, was
asked by a staff member of the

Montana Historical Society to
handle various items, including
two swords that belonged to
Meagher. McMullen didn’t know
who owned the swords, but he
concluded on his own that the
person who did had drowned. He
added that it was his feeling that
Meagher had been pushed.

“This guy got to be a pain in the
butt,” said McMullen, whose ac-
count is included in Baumler’s
book, “Beyond Spirit Tailings,
Montana’s Mysteries, Ghosts, and
Haunted Places.” 

THE DEATH OF JOHN
BOZEMAN

Bozeman helped found his
namesake city of Bozeman in
1864. Bozeman was murdered

while traveling with flour mill
owner Tom Cover east of Living-
ston in April 1867.

Theory 1: Blackfeet Indians
killed him.

Theory 2: Cover killed Boze-
man or, possibly cattle wrangler
Tom Kent, on behalf of Nelson
Story, a well-known cattleman.

THE DISAPPEARANCE OF
THE CONSTITUTION

In 1866, a constitutional con-
vention was conducted in Helena
and delegates were urged to cre-
ate a constitution as quickly as
possible, according to Aaron Par-
rett’s “Montana Then and Now.” A
copy of the proposed constitution
disappeared.

Theory 1: One of the members
took the draft to St. Louis in order
to have it printed, and it was mis-
placed. 

Theory 2: “There were so many
shenanigans going on,” Baumler
said. “I think somebody just
ditched it.”

THE DISSECTION OF COWS
In the late 1970s, mutilated

cattle began turning up in north-
central Montana, according to
Tribune archives. 

It happened again in the early
2000s. Area ranchers and lawmen
did not have explanations.

Skin was scraped off the faces
of cows. Often, the tongue, one
eye and all or part of an ear was
removed. Part of the udder usu-
ally was cut off, as well as the
genitals. Cuts on the cows were
made with surgical precision. No
tracks were found around the
carcasses.

Theory 1: Predators killed
them. 

Theory 2: It was hoax.
Theory 3: Aliens or the Air

Force did it.
“I’ve read everything I can

read on it, and I really don’t know
what in the heck it is,” Dick Dai-
ley, an investigator with the Pon-
dera County Sheriff’s Office, told
the Tribune in 2002.

State’s many mysteries are varied and bizarre
By Karl Puckett
Tribune Staff Writer

COURTESY PHOTO

Cattle mutilations around Montana still have officials baffled.

WIKIMEDIA

Territorial Gov. Thomas Meagher
disappeared from a Fort Benton
riverboat and was never seen again.

AP

This is an undated photo of a portrait of explorers Meriwether Lewis, left, and
William Clark. Lewis died under mysterious circumstances.

WIKIMEDIA

How did John Bozeman die?

Croxford Funeral 
Home & Crematory

Legacy of Compassion

Historic Landmark
1307 Central Avenue, Great Falls, MT 

406-453-0315 • www.croxfordfuneralhome.com

Caring for the Great Falls Community for over 84 years

MT-0000341379

Established in Great Falls, Montana in 1914, the Club Cigar has a wealth of  
history and tradition. The centerpiece of  this famous saloon is the ornate mahogany 
backbar that towers 14 feet high in the center and runs 30 feet in length. As beautiful 
as any in the state, this magniG cent backbar was manufactured around the turn of  the 
century by the Brunswick, Balke, Collender Company.

Famous Historic Saloon
Downtown Great Falls, Montana

208 Central Ave

The Club remains a very popular “watering hole” with a laid back, casual 
atmosphere...one of  the last best saloons in Montana
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lub Cigar
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Montana’s oldest operating hotel wishes 
Montana a Happy 125th Birthday.

’ ld h

Fort Benton, MT  406-622-1882
www.grandunionhotel.com

MT-0000341467

Come celebrate with a Special Getaway Package. 
Enjoy dinner and a nights stay 

on the banks of the Missouri River.

If you’ve spent any time in Montana, it
doesn’t take long to figure out why it’s such
a hotspot for celebrities looking for a beauti-
ful and private place to call home.

There are more than a few coffee shops
in the state where someone with recogniz-
able fame can stop and enjoy the company
of a real person and not worry about being
inundated with paparazzi or autograph
hounds.

There’s a wide variety of celebrities who
call Montana home at least part-time.

» David Letterman: Perhaps the most
talked about of famous Montana residents,
Letterman bought his ranch near Choteau 15
years ago and often mentions it on his late
night TV show. 

» Tom Brokaw: One of the most well-
known newsmen of our time, the now re-
tired Brokaw lives near Livingston where he
raises cattle and bison.

» Jason Newsted: The former bass play-
er for Metallica built a ranch near Bozeman
a few years ago where he continues to rec-
ord music with his band, Newsted.

» John Lithgow: Lithgow married a
Montana gal and the two bought a cabin
near Flathead Lake where they live year-
round.

» Gerald Molen: Long before he won his
Oscar for producing “Schindler’s List,” Mo-
len was born in Great Falls and attended
Whittier Elementary. Today, the producer
lives in Bigfork. 

» Peter Fonda: While many celebrities
living in Montana have come here in recent
years, Fonda moved to the Paradise Valley
40 years ago, just five years after appearing
in “Easy Rider.” 

» Jeff Bridges: The Dude is a neighbor of
Fonda’s in Paradise Valley and has been a
fan of Montana since his days filming
“Thunderbolt and Lightfoot” in Great Falls.
Just like Fonda, Bridges has been here for
four decades. Earlier this year, a petition
was created to get Bridges to run for sena-
tor in Montana. 

» Christopher Paolini: Another resident
of Paradise Valley, Paolini began writing his
“Inheritance Cycle” books as a teenager
living in the valley. The books include “Era-
gon,” “Eldest,” “Brisingr” and “Inheri-
tance.”

» Jeff Ament: The famed Pearl Jam foun-
der was born in Havre and raised in Big
Sandy. When he’s not touring, recording
music or spending time at his other home in
Seattle, he lives just outside of Missoula.

» Huey Lewis: There’s no word whether
The News frequent the area but Lewis lives
on a ranch near Stevensville and has called
Montana home since his career was at its
peak in the mid-’80s.

» Andrew Smith: Smith, along with his
brother Alex, are filmmakers who have
made “Slaughter Rule” and the recently
released “Winter in the Blood.” Andrew
Smith is an associate professor at the Uni-
versity of Montana.

» Phil Jackson: Few have been as suc-
cessful at coaching basketball as Jackson,
who has so many championship rings (11)
that he has to use his foot to wear them all.
Born in Deer Lodge, Jackson is a part-time
resident on Flathead Lake.

» Michael Keaton: From “Batman” to
“Beetlejuice,” Keaton is one of the more
recognizable celebrities to hang his hat in
Montana. Keaton, who is also an avid out-
doorsman, has a sprawling ranch located in
southern Montana.

» Kiefer Sutherland: The product of
Hollywood pedigree, Sutherland is most
known for his role as Jack Bauer on “24.” He
has owned a ranch in southern Montana
near Columbus for nearly 30 years. He
named his production company Still Water
Films after the river of the same name that
runs through his property.

» Ted Turner: The media magnate cre-
ated CNN and then brought us TBS, TNT
and Cartoon Network and he owns nearly
two million acres of Montana, meaning he
has twice as many acres as there are people
in the state. The famous Montana landowner
has been active in conservation and the
reintroduction of bison in the region.

15 famous Montanans
By Patrick Douglas

For the Tribune

AP

David Letterman bought a ranch near Choteau 15
years ago and often mentions it on his show. 

Oldest in Montana 
Oldest bar: Bale of Hay Saloon, Vir-

ginia City, 1863
Oldest hotel: Grand Union Hotel, Fort

Benton, 1882
Oldest continuously operating hotel:

Kempton Hotel, Terry, 1902
Oldest continually operating theater:

Opera House Theatre, Philipsburg, 1891
Oldest church congregation: St. Ma-

ry’s Catholic Mission, Stevensville, 1841
Oldest steakhouse: Mint Cafe, Bel-

grade, 1904
Oldest building: Old Fort, Fort Benton,

1849

Montana’s State Symbols
Ballad: “ Montana Melody”
Bird: Western Meadowlark 
Butterfly: Mourning Cloak 
Fish: Blackspotted Cutthroat Trout 
Flower: Bitterroot 
Fossil: Duck-billed Dinosaur 
Gems: Sapphire and Agate
Grass: Bluebunch Wheatgrass 

Mammal: Grizzly Bear
Motto: Oro y plata (gold and silver)
Nickname: Treasure State
Slogan: Big Sky Country
Song: “Montana”
Tree: Ponderosa Pine

Quotable Montana: Favorite
quotes about the Treasure State

“Having traveled the world, having
met jerks and sweethearts, famous peo-
ple, invisible people, stupidly wealthy
people and destitutely poor people: There
is absolutely no-one in the world like Mon-
tanans. You guys are the cream of the
crop. And I say that with a great deal of
pride.”

— COLIN MELOY, Helena High School
commencement address

“Guard, protect and cherish your land,
for there is no afterlife for a place that
started out as Heaven.”

— C.M. RUSSELL

MONTANA TRIVIA, FACTS
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MONTANA ALBUM

50 years ago
— From the Tribune week

of Nov. 2, 1964

Bill Kidd Jr., sophomore
at Great Falls High School,
observed his 16th birthday
Monday by soloing at Inter-
national Airport and flying
nine other planes in the
bargain. Young Kidd started
out by going up in his fa-
ther’s plane, a Mooney-Mark
21 with retractable landing
gear. As word spread among
friends of the family that
Bill was soloing, others
came forward with offers to
let him take up their planes
until he had flown a total
of 10. “We believe this is a
record. We have heard of
someone who flew eight,”
Bill Kidd Sr. said.

COMMACK, N.Y. — A 47-
year-old mother accused of
handing out pellets of ant
poison to Halloween trick-
or-treaters was ordered
committed Sunday to Cen-
tral Islip State Hospital for
psychiatric examination.
Helen Pfeil, a Greenlawn,
Long Island, housewife and
mother of two teenage sons
and a married daughter, was
charged with endangering
the health of a minor. She
made up giveaway packages
containing the ant poison,
metal mesh scrubbing pads
and dog biscuits for the
collection bags carried by
the children on their Hal-
loween rounds. Mrs. Pfeil
told police she distributed
the poison because she was
annoyed by the Halloween
custom of children going on
trick-or-treat missions.

Generally favoring Dem-
ocratic candidates, Cascade
County voters have elected
eight Democrats and one
Republican to represent the
county in the state Legisla-
ture. The winners, based on
complete unofficial returns,
are P.J. Gilfeather, John. C.
Hall, Jack McDonald, Ron-
ald Holtz, Peter J. Gilligan,
Jack Gunderson, Tom Sel-
stad, John J. Obstarczyk and
John Willits. Selstad is the
only Republican legislator
elected.

MOSCOW — The woman
who inspired the Boris
Pasternak’s novel, “Dr.
Zhivago,” has been released
from a Siberian prison and
returned to Moscow. Olga
Ivinskaya, Pasternak’s close
friend and literary executor,
was tried secretly in 1960
for alleged currency smug-
gling and sentenced to eight
years. Italian publisher
Giangiacomo Feltrinelli,
who held the world’s copy-
right for “Dr. Zhivago” and
who had sold millions of
copies of the book in dozens
of countries, admitted hav-
ing sent the money to her in
accordance with a letter
from Pasternak who, on his
deathbed, had expressed
anxiety about the future of
Mrs. Ivinskaya.

100 years ago
— From the Tribune week

of Nov. 2, 1914

BUTTE — While the result
is expected to be close, late
returns today indicate that
suffrage has carried in
Montana and that the wom-
en have won out in 30 or 39
counties. Miss Jeanette
Rankin, state suffragist
leader, more confident than
ever of the success of the
movement, gave out a state-
ment tonight claiming the
carrying of suffrage by a
majority of 2,000 or better.
The rolling up of the “big
vote in Missoula,” Miss Ran-
kin’s home county, turned
the tide in favor of the suf-
fragists, and today there
was jubilation in state head-
quarters in this city.

LONDON — Aroused by
the positive steps taken by
Germany and Austria to
protect themselves against
falling birth rates and the
telling death rate incidental
to the war, England is now
encouraging the marriage
of recruits soon to go on
foreign service. At the sug-
gestion of the archbishop of
Canterbury, the bishops of
the Church of England have
made marked decreases in
the fees charged soldiers for
marriage licenses, and cler-
gymen throughout the island
are waiving their personal
fees.

This evening, starting as
soon as the returns begin to
come in, The Tribune will
give people the results of
the count of the votes in all
sections of the nation and
state and will take especial
pains to present the results
of the Montana vote at the
earliest possible moment.
The people of Great Falls
are invited to watch the
returns flashed on the
Tribune bulletin board,
which has been erected over
the Gerald Cafe. The bulle-
tins will be thrown from a
machine in charge of Albert
Mettler, who has operated
the Grand Theater machine
for years and is thoroughly
familiar with the handling of
such matters.

WASHINGTON — “We have
42,000 wounded in this little
corner of Brittany alone,”
wrote a nurse at Val Fleuri
in a letter received today by
Miss Mabel Boardman,
chairman of the relief com-
mittee of the Red Cross.
“Even if we had money,” she
says, “it would be impos-
sible to buy the things we
most need over here. Our
only means of procuring
supplies for our little neigh-
borhood have long been
exhausted. We have to try to
get them from London by
boat and from Paris by rail,
and these are very uncer-
tain. All the old linen and
many new sheets have been
used for bandages, and now
we have no gauze for com-
presses, no anti-tetanus
serum, a very small quantity
of iodine and almost no alco-
hol.”

For more Montana Album, visit
greatfallstribune.com, and
select “Life” from the main
menu and “My Montana” from
the resulting menu.

Teen celebrates birthday
by piloting 10 airplanes

When it comes to water-
ing hole names, The Mint
Bar tops the list in Montana.
At least 14 bars and saloons
are named Mint in Montana.
Stockman is second when it
comes to bar names in the
Treasure State, with at least
12.

Fraternal organizations
can obtain special liquor
licenses in Montana and
there are 15 bars with names
containing Moose, a mix of
fraternal organizations and
establishments such as
Mooses Saloon in Kalispell
and The Moose Joose Bar in
Lincoln. There are 14 Eagles
lodges with bars in Montana,
11 Elk’s lodges and 13 VWF
posts with bars in the state.

When it comes to casino
names in Montana, the
Butte-Based Town Pump’s
brands of Lucky Lil’s, with
52 casinos, Montana Lil’s,
with 24 casinos, and Magic

Diamond, with 28 casinos in
Montana.

When it comes to casino
names in Montana, Lucky
Lil’s Casino, Montana Lil’s
Casino and Magic Diamond
Casino far out number any
other moniker. All are
brands of the Montana Town
Pump company.

Mint, Stockman top
watering hole names
in the Treasure State

By Jo Dee Black
Tribune Staff Writer

TRIBUNE PHOTO/ERIN MADISON

When it comes to names of bars
in Montana, Stockman is the
second most popular. The
Stockman Bar in White Sulphur is
one of 12 Stockmans in Montana.
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